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Check out the NEW Northern Rodeo Finals

ew look, new logo, new format.

Your 22nd annual Northern
Rodeo Association Finals is offering
a "brand
new look".

It has
been done.
Change. The
Northern
Rodeo Finals
has a new
producer in * .
charge.

David ‘k ¥ *
Allen and Associates are on board
and with our input are working on a
new look and feel for the NRA
Finals.

If there is anyone who would
like to lend a hand, please give the
NRA office a call. Positive volunteer
help is always needed and

appreciated.

I welcome all members,
committees, sponsors, and rodeo
fans, (new and
old!) to attend
this year's
NRA Finals
Rodeo to see
and enjoy the
sme Changes.

s Performances
are set for
Erirday,;
January 31

and Saturday, February 1 at 7:30 p.m.

with the Sunday, February 2

performance at 2 p.m.

Tickets are now on sale. Call
1-800-366-8538 or 256-2422 to order
your tickets now. Hope to see you
there!

C.W. Briggs IlI, NRA President



o The Northern Rodeo Association
I/VOI’ k ll”l g ( is a non-profit organization
a4

who's purpose is to promote

F 0 r I/O u rodeo as a sport and profession.

=PUBLISHING DATES: = ADVERTISING RATES:

March, May, June, July, 1 page: $100
August, October; December 1/2 page: $60
1/4 page: $35
< HEADQUARTERS: 1/8 page: $25
Classified ads: $5 pre-paid
Public Auction Yards Inserts: $200.00
18th and Minnesota 10 percent discount for pre-payment and for
Billings, MT 59101 ad running in three or more times.
(406)252-1122
> MEMBERSHIP FEES:
<MAILING ADDRESS:
Contesting Membership: $100
Northern Rodeo Association Junior Membership: $25
P.O. Box 1122 NRA Permit: $50
Billings, MT 59103 High School Rodeo Assn. Members: $50
Non-Contesting Contract Personnel:
<> ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS: $25 Timers
$50 Others

PLEASE SEND THE FOLLOWING:

1 Yr Subscription to NRA News
Rulebook

Committee Guide

Sanction Information

Friends of Rodeo Membership
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i 22ND ANNUAL NRA FINALS SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Wednesday, January 29
Afternoon Stock contractors and stock arrives Public Auction Yards
7p.m. Stock contractors dinner Desperados
X Thursday, January 30
7p.m. First Cowboy Auction, Meet & Greet and Buffet Desperados
Friday, January 31
8 a.m.-noon Timed Event Jackpot - Limited to 12 Per Event MetraPark Arena
6:30-9:30am. Complimentary Coffee and Donuts Clarion
¥ 1 p.m. General Membership Meeting Clarion
3:30p.m. Contestant Check-In Clarion
6:30-7:30 p.m. Sponsor/Committee Hospitality Suite Metra Lower Level
Hosted by Forsyth Rodeo Days
X 61130pm MetraPark Shuttle Clarion Lobby
7:30p.m. NRA Finals First Performance MetraPark Arena
10p.m. Dance, Video Clarion
Saturday, February 1
X 6:30-9:30am. Complimentary Coffee and Donuts Clarion
7am. Board of Directors Meeting Clarion
9am. Junior Event Finals - 1st go MetraPark Arena
9am. Committee Seminar Clarion
Hosted by Musselshell Valley C of C Rodeo Comm.
X 12Noon Special Performance of Junior Event Finals-2ndgo MetraPark Arena
3pm. Timers Seminar Clarion
3pm Cowboy Auction Clarion
6-11:30p.m. MetraPark Shuttle Clarion Lobby
X 6:30-7:30 p.m. Sponsor/Committee Hospitality Suite Metra Lower Level
Hosted by Broken Horn Stampede Committee
7:30 p.m. NRA Finals Second Performance MetraPark Arena
10p.m. Dance, Video Clarion
Sunday, February 2
X 630930am Complimentary Coffee and Donuts Clarion
9am. Past Presidents/Secretaries Breakfast Clarion
10:30am. Cowboy Church Service Clarion
Noon-5:30 p.m. MetraPark Shuttle Clarion Lobby
:k 2p.m. NRA Finals Finals Performance MetraPark Arena
6-6:45p.m. Cocktails Clarion
6:45p.m. Banquet Clarion
730 p.m. Awards Presentation Clarion
9p.m. Dance, Video Clarion

-

-

I *Banquet ticket may be purchased at the door for $15. Advance purchase requested. *Prize money check cashing
available at Clarion with proper 1.D.
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Here we go!

Your new NRA Finals has great cha;?g:s‘. in store for you. Here is a breakdown of what to
expect at the new and improved NRA Finals rodeo set for Jan. 31-Feb. 2 at Montana’s
premier facility - METRAPARK Arena in Billings.

HOST HOTEL: CLARION HOTEL...ease of parking, main floor family restaurant,
waterslide for the kids...for reservations call 406-248-7151. A reservation form is also included
in this newsletter.

TAKE THE TIME TO THANK AND PATRONIZE YOUR GREAT SPONSORS
who support your sport. The NRA salutes you, Roper Apparel, S and T Trucking, CommNet
Cellular, Northern Ag Network, Fuddruckers, Little Bighorn Casino, ABC Seamless, Bouma
Wholesale, Cost Cutters Family Hair Care, Pelican Truck Plaza, Clarion Hotel, Desperados,
Horse Corral, Logan Coach, and Chevrolet. You are appreciated.

ENTRIES: Open and close Thursday, January 2 from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. 406-252-
1122. Those contestants in the 11-15 positions also enter at this time as some events may not fill
with the top ten. Entry forms with fees ($150 per event, per man in TR) are due in the NRA Office
by Wednesday, January 8. Entry and entry form deadlines are enforced.

JUNIORS: New, exciting things await you at the NRA Finals! Your entry forms with
complete details will be sent out to you shortly. Junior events added money will be $200 per event
with $25 entry fees. Watch your mail!

JACKETS: Our Montana Chevy Dealers, home of the NRA’s Official Truck,
CHEVROLET, award incredible jackets to the NRA Finals contestants and personnel. This
year’s exclusive Chevrolet NRA Finals jacket is gray wool with black leather trim. Bright teal, red
and white embroidery highlight the logoed back. Thank you, Montana Chevy Dealers.

TIMED EVENT JACKPOT: Set for Friday, Jan. 31 at 8 a.m. inthe METRA. Barrel
Racing will start promptly at 8 a.m. Events are limited to 12 contestants per event, except barrel
racing. Enter through the NRA Office.

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING: Friday, Jan. 31 at 1 p.m. at the Clarion
Hotel. This s your chance to give input into your Association and to catch up on what is happening.
Motions passed at this meeting are referred to the Board of Directors for consideration at their
meeting the following day.



CONTESTANT CHECK-IN: Will follow the General Membership meeting at 3:30
also at the Clarion Hotel. NOTE TIME CHANGE. Don’t miss it...your companion passes
(Yep, two actual passes per contestant, no charge!) will be given to you here, your wristband
issued, your Chevrolet jacket awarded, releases signed, photos, etc. Rodeo production meeting
included, too.

EAST HELENA VALLEY RODEO ASSOCIATION welcomes you to the cowboy
auctions at this year’s NRA Finals. The first cowboy auction is set for Thursday, Jan. 30 at
Desperados beginning at 7 p.m. First go and average will be sold. On Saturday, Feb. 1 at 3 p.m.
at the Clarion, the second and third go-arounds will be sold.

DESPERADOS is kicking off the Finals weekend by hosting the Cowboy Auction and
meet and greet with buffet for contestants on Thursday evening beginning at 7 p.m.

FORSYTH RODEO DAYS will host the sponsors and committees hospitality suite at
the METRA prior to the Friday performance, with the BROKEN HORN STAMPEDE
COMMITTEE hosting Saturday’s hospitality suite. Hats off to our committees! Call the NRA
Office in advance for tickets.

ARENA WARM-UP TIMES: The arena will be open for exercise Friday until noon if
the Jackpot is over on time. Additional warm-up times may be posted at a later date.

PAST PRESIDENT’S AND SECRETARY’S BREAKFAST: Set for 9 a.m. on
Sunday, Feb. 2. Watch for your invitation the first part of January.

CERTTFIED TIMERS SEMINAR: On the agenda for Saturday, Feb. 1 at 3 p.m. at
the Clarion. Pre-registration is requested but not required. Call Tootie at 406-466-2091.

COMPANION PASSES: Each NRA Finals contestant will receive two passes per
performance at no charge! These two passes will be given to you at the contestant check-in.

BALLOTS are included in this newsletter. Take a minute to vote for your directors.
Return your ballot to the NRA Office no later than Monday, January 20.

FINALS RODEO PROGRAM AND BOOTH SPACE: Space is now on sale!
Contact the NRA Office.

CLARION HOTEL: Your new Headquarters Hotel will have up to date information
posted in the lobby concerning the NRA Finals throughout the weekend. Be sure and check this
area for any new changes or additions. Clarion Hotel will also host dances each night in addition
to video of that evenings’ perf.

COMMITTEE SEMINAR: Scheduled for 9 a.m. on Saturday, Feb. 1 at the Clarion
Hotel. Topics and agenda will be mailed to committees in advance.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING - NEW TIME - 7 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 1 at
the Clarion Hotel.

Plan now to be a part of the NEW NRA Finals.

SEE YOU THERE!

THE CROW TRIBE L EXIT 510 OFF INTERSTATE 90
WELCOMEES YOU = e "Across from the Little
3 Bighorn Battlefield"

100 LAS VEGAS STYLE COIN-DROP MACHINES - $1000 JACKPOTS
POKER AND KENOMACHINES - BINCO - FULL SERVICE RESTAURANT
DISCOUNT CIGARETTES - ATM MACHINE

ALL 1996 NRA MEMBERS SHOWING THEIR CARD WILL RECIEVE
A £10 ROLL OF QUARTERS FOR ONLY 5

1996 8teer Wrestling 8ponsor

PELICAN TRUCK PLAZA

1-90 Exit 437 Hwy 2 » Laurel, MT 59044 « 406-628-4324 * FAX 406-245-4792

OPEN 24 HOURS

Your source for all your traveling needs.
Restaurant, Motel, Gas and Diesel, Complete Truck Stop

WATCH FOR YOUR NRA MEMBERSHIP CARD FOR MORE SPECIALS

1996 Ladies Barrel Racing Sponsor




Clarion Hotel Room Reservation Request
:Clarl.on 1223 Mullowney Lane GrOup Name N_R.A

| J—

' Nillisgs, MT 59101 January 31-Febuary 3, 1997
Arrival Date Check in 3:00 P.M. Departure Date Check-Out 11 AM
Single Rate $45.00 + TAX O Double Rate $45.00 +TAX a

Name

Address

City State Zip

Phone () Special Requests

This reservation form must be received prior to: January 17, 1997

After this date, all reservations subject to availability. If reservation is not guaranteed, room will be
released at 6:00 p.m.

Please guarantee my reservation by the following: PHONE
(406)248-7151
O Check enclosed in amount of first night’s room rate. 0 Mastercard TOLL FREE
OOVisa O American Express [ Diners Club O Discover 1-800-537-7286
Card No. Exp. Date

a . e
SR N LR
Hotel
Headqguarters

+ Easy Access

* Close to the Mall, Shopping, Entertainment
* Lots of Free Parking

* Indoor Pool, Waterslide

* Restaurant

Clarion

Hotel |

1223 Mullowney Lane
Billings, MT 59101
406-248-7151

1996 Ladies Breakaway Roping Sponsor 300-537-7286

N\ J
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FINALS ENTRY FORM

OFFICIAL CALL IN ENTRY ONJANUARY 2, 9A.M. -4 PM. (406)252-1122
TOP 10 IN EACHEVENT ARE ELIGIBLE TO COMPETE IN THE NRA FINALS,

NAME ADDRESS
SOC.SECURITY# PHONE
EVENTS ENTERED TEAM ROPINGPARTNER

PLEASE ENCLOSE ENTRY FEES: $150 PEREVENT, TEAM ROPING: $150 PERMAN.

TOTAL FEES ENCLOSEDS$

*STALLS MUST BE RESERVED IN ADVANCE.

‘NUMBER OF STALLS AT §10 TOTAL §

*COCKTAILPARTY INVITES-INDICATE NUMBER NEEDED

*PLEASE RESERVE TICKETS FORNRABANQUET. WE MUSTHAVE AN ACCURATE COUNT.
IPLAN TO ATTEND NRA BANQUET. INEED TICKETS AT $15 (PLEASE ENCLOSE
WITH FINALSFEES.) BANQUET TICKETS WILL BEMAILED TO YOU IN ADVANCE.

PERSONALITY QUESTIONNAIRE

HOMETOWN
MARITAL STATUS
CHILDREN'S NAMES AND AGES

BIRTHDATE
OCCUPATION
SPOUSE'S NAME

RODEO EVENTS YOUR PARTICIPATE IN

BIGGEST WIN IN 1996

BIGGEST LIFETIME WIN

HAVE YOUEVER COMPETED INTHE NRA FINALSBEFORE________ YEARS
NUMBER OF RODEOS IN 1996 FAVORITE RODEO

WHO MOST INFLUENCED RODEO CAREER

HOBBIES, INTEREST OTHER THAN RODEO

---l---------.-------

CONTESTANT CHECK-LIST
[0 LOGAN COACH TICKETSTUBS [0 BANQUETTICKETS
ANDMONEY [0 COCKTAILPARTY
[0 ENTRYFEES [0 CLARIONRESERVATION
[0 JACKPOTENTRY-FEES [0 BALLOTFORBOARDPOSITIONS J
0 STALLRENT

-------------------------------‘
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VOTING BALLOT

Every NRA card holding member is invited to vote for three East Committee Directors.
Only contestants who compete in the actual event are eligible to vote for event directors.

Mark a "X" in the box next to the person for whom you are selecting. If you desire to write
in a candidate, be sure to mark an "X" next to his or her name. Candidates names appear in

alphabetical order.

President Junior Events
Briggs, Charlie Barthelmess, Cindy
Lyman, Teri Jo
Malone, Gayleen
Vice President
Cutler, Steve
McQueary, Dale East Committee Directors
Finn, Buzz
Hash, Jack
Team Roping Holloway, Dr. Howard Theresa Caldwell is shown here holding a denim jacket - part of the NEW line of NRA apparel.
Fossum, Shawn Murnion, Joe The NRA office is working with Universal Atheltics in developing the clothing line. Karen Miller
Kountz, Rob Pinkerton, Mark photo
Planichek, Joe
Strauser, Jay ° °y°
Steer Wrestling Teeters, Penny $ 1 000,000 SpeCtator Llablllty
Solomon, Jeff 9
Strainer, Tony Roping - Rodeos - Trail Rides - Shows
Ballots will be counted Wednesday Membership provides protection for all
Bull Riding Jan. 22,1997 scheduled events of your Organization.
Mail Ballot to:
Wigert, D .
ge 9 Northern Rodeo Association Cost per Club...cccocenneenn $500 per calendar year (1997)
P.O. Box 1122
Billings. MT 59 National Horseman’s Association
g, o PO Box 850
Los Fresnos, TX 78566
1-800-823-8454
. : -l W P :
CONTESTANT SIGNATURE National Horseman’s Association
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NRA part-timer and avid roper Karen

: Miller took this picture of Jann Parker and Theresa Caldwell
because she does not think that people know what we look like! That's so Karen! Thanks for all

your great help Karen...It is much appreciated! Karen Miller photo and story.

-

CQQB Team Roping 8ponsor

~

2011 OVERLAND AVENUE
HOMESTEAD BUSINESS PARK

BILLINGS, MT 59106
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GROWTH, CHANGE,
JANN, THERESA ...

Don’t panic. The rumors you have
heard about Jann Parker quitting the NRA are
not true. She is, however, taking on a new role
and new direction.

Back in April of 1982, Ed Waldhauser
found this shy, young blonde from North Dakota
who wanted to be involved in rodeo. Jann
Johnson Parker didn’t just become a part of
rodeo, she became the most visible figure in
the NRA.

Waldhauser took Jann to her first NRA
board meeting so the board could scrutinize her,
and scrutinize her they did. They asked her
how she planned to cross a rodeo arena in her
short skirt and sandals! But, the board
approved her for hire. She began handling the
duties in a small office at Public Auction Yards.
Today, under Jann’s direction, the association’s
headquarters have moved across the hallto a
larger, expanded location.

Jann’s organizational skills, promotional
savvy and natural efficiency have moved the
Northern Rodeo Association from a good
regional rodeo association to one of the best
and largest in the country. NRA growth under
her 15-year direction have been phenomenal.
The NRA has come from 954 membersin 1982
to 1,200 members in 1996. She was there for
the merge between the NRA and MRA and
when central entry was set up and when the
newsletter production was brought into the
office. She helped computerized the NRA
office.

Other benefits Jann has assisted with

in her tenure are the NRA Saddlemakers
Program, Instant Rancher Sweepstakes, Logan
Coach Judges' Program. During her term the
office staffhas grown and the NRA is developing
a line of apparel that will be marketed.

Jann's constant efforts and
communications have narrowed the gap between
contestants, committees, and contractors.

And while Jann introduced the NRA to
many new things, the NRA takes credit for
introducing Jann to her husband and rodeo star,
Bill Parker. She married Bill in May of 1989.

Jann has molded, "trained," and learned
frorm five different NRA presidents: Ed
Waldhauser, Glen Hough, Tom Holland, Stan
Rasmussen, and she is working on Charlie Briggs.

Jann will continue to help the NRA grow,
but in a different capacity. She will be working
with the NRA Finals Promoter, David Allen,
promoting and producing the 1996 NRA Finals
Rodeo. The NRA sponsorships program remains
her project.

Beginning Dec. 1, she will work part-
time in the NRA office to make a smooth
transition for Theresa Caldwell's step up to the
Executive Secretary position. Since March of
1995, Theresa has been capably producing the
newsletter, handling memberships, the Logan
Coach Program, the Corral West Program, NRA
Committee Guide, NRA Rule Book, marketing
the NRA line of apparel, office duties and
answering the phone when you call-all on a part-
time basis.

Rodeo people appreciate what Jann has
done and what she still does for the sport of
rodeo.

Good luck to Jann and Theresal!

Karen
11



Just as the Competitors in the NRA
are tough and durable, so are Logan
Coach trailers. Competitor
bumper pull and goose-

padding and sturdy single wall construc-
tion.

There are also many

neck trailers meet the
special needs of rodeo
competitors and stockmen
alike.

The Competitor is a
fully enclosed, slant load trailer built with
electro-galvanized sheet metal and galva-
nized structural tubing. It features drop-
down feed doors, plexiglass, plush

options available includ-
ing a spacious rear tack.

_ Logan Coach is
the official trailer of

the United States
Team Roping Championships and
a proud, new sponsor

of the Northern Rodeo
Association.

Don’t Settle For Less—Compare paint, warranty, fit and finish.

A € H

Old Fashioned Quality

For complete information, see your local dealer or call 1-800-742-7047.
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Hello, NRA Contestants
and fans

he flow of the Northern Rodeo Finals is

going to change - hopefully for the better.
NRF performances will not take any longer than
2 hours and 15 minutes to 2 and 1/2 hours total.
To accomplish this, everyone needs to come
prepared to nod and go. Everyone will have a
fair shake but it will take a group effort to put on
a good show.

I guarantee you the NRA Finals will be
the best run rodeo that Billings has seen in recent
years.

The look and feel of the NRF will have
a Championship event quality to it...that’s what
you deserve.

For years the production value of the
NREF has been neglected and it is going to take
us at least a year to win back part of the Billings
rodeo audience.

We want to make this event one that
the contestants look forward to with pride - and
- one that the fans look foward to buying a
ticket to...providing quality rodeo entertainment.

David Allenand Associates

Hamilton works hard to
improve Fairgrounds

It took an incredible outpouring from our

community to get the (Hamilton)
fairgrounds rebuilt,” says Gary Wiley, Ravalli
County Fair Manager.

“All volunteer help, working until dark
— atotal of 2,070 donated labor hours,” says
Wiley. “That is more than what one person
would work in one YEAR!”

The new arena is all steel with posts set
in concrete, 290 x 167. It is bigger and closer
to the grandstands and it is movable on the race
track side.

All the rocks and original dirt were
removed, and new arena dirt was hauled in with
a special blend of sand and non-clay dirt.

“The attendance at this years rodeo was
so great that the police were kept busy moving
people out of the aisles in the grandstands,” says
Vicki Dawson, Fair Board Member.

“We had so many people (in the stands)
that it scared me,” says Wiley. “It will hold
2,500 and there were at least 3,200 people in
the stands.”

If you have not seen Ravalli County’s
new facilities, make plans to attend their rodeo
on Labor Day, 1997.

New and Used
Horse and Stock Trailers
Sooners ¢ Logan Coach * Charmac
Mike Collins
1-800-261-6817
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ARENA DUST

Our deepest sympathy goes out to the
Bud Knerr, Dorothy Billingsley and Hal Damuth
families on their losses.

Congratulations to Ty and Sarah
Steinbach. They were married November 23rd.

Congratulations to Newman Rodeo
Company. The short round at the WFR was
won on both of Newman's Bareback (Come
Apart) and Saddle Bronc (Wino)horses.

To: NRA Members

As always it is a pleasure to write this
letter even if it is a little late. I wish to again
compliment the Rodeo performers and their
families for their behavior and attitude at the
Ravalli County Fair and Rodeo. They were
polite, Courteous, understanding, and
cooperative of those who were working with
the gates, the vendors, and the County Fair
personnel.

Even when the start of the Rodeo was
delayed a half hour at the second nights
performance there was no complaining that I
heard or that was reported to me and I
appreciate thai attitude on the part of the
performers.

Again thanks for an excellent rodeo.
Sincerely,

Les Linendoll, Chairman
Ravalli County Fair Board
Your Finals rodeo is increasing your

14

added money. It's going from $5,000 to
$7,500!

SUPPORT YOUR ASSOCIATION

The NRA office now has NRA apparel
available.

We have a great selection of jackets!
We have 3/4 length coats with polor-fleece
lining in black or green with a full back
embroidery. They are also available in rust or
gold without the lining,

We also have 2 different kinds of jean
Jackets with full back embroidery. One style is
available in blue or black denim and the other
styleis a blue or black denim body with different
colored denim sleeves.

Also available s a great denim shirt with
a small NRA logo above the pocket.

Don't forget we always have caps
available in a variety of colors.

We will have brochures available soon.
Give us a call and we'll send one out to you.

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND
HAPPY NEW YEAR

Your year-end event
awards

he NRA Year-end event sponsorship
program makes some of the best awards
available for the NRA cowboys and cowgirls.

This year Arne Esp from Billings will be
making the year-end event winner buckles. He
will also be engraving a silver name plate ona
leather halter for each Horse of the Year. The
halters were purchased from Connolly’s
Western Store in Billings. Amieisaformer NRA
Saddle Brong rider.

The second place awards will be a nice
leather headstall by Cowboy Products with
silver engraved buckle sets by Chavez,
purchased through Three Forks Saddlery.

Leather stamped day minders will be
awarded to the third place winnersin each event.
These are made by Windmill, purchased through
Three Forks Saddlery.

A gear bag with a leather stamped
plaque will be given to the 4th place rough stock
riders. Saddle blankets with a leather stamped
plaque will go to the timed event 4th place
winners. The leather work will be done by Rob
Brooks of Bozeman, also a NRA member.

Award design will be making the Finals
average winner buckles. These are donated by
Desperados in Billings.

Andy & Diane Livingston (The Horse
Corral) have donated the rookie buckles.

Thanks to all of our sponsors for making
these awards possible.

Rhonda Kountz

DESIPEIRRADOS

R "PROUD SPONSOR OF THE NRA FINALS AVERAGE BUCKLES"

:NRA MEET AND GREET:
: & COWBOY AUCTION

Thursday Jan 30, 1996 at 7 PM .

FREE BUFFET FROM 7 - 8
2 FOR 1 DRINKS FROM 4 - 7
1 CENT CANS OF COORS LIGHT
PENNY BEER NIGHT FROM 7 TO MIDNIGHT

145 REGAL BILLINGS, MT 59102

(406)248-3404
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Official Truck
Northern Rodes

Edssociation

- -

CHEVY TRUCKS

IR

e
i it

hevy's Vortec Engine Line

¢ Highest Resale Value

¥ Only Chevy has 4 wheel
anti-lock brakes

25% more horsepower
than last year but with
improved fuel economy

¥ Revised 5-speed manual overdrive transmission

The Most Dependable, Longest Lasting Full-Size Pickup
Built For Tough Rugged Use

SEE YOUR LOCAL MONTANA CHEVY DEALER
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22nd Annual NRF Personnel

NRA Finals Manager: David Allen and Associates

Judges: Steve O’Hern, Ronan, Zim Lytle, Ronan, Bruce Martin, Lewistown, Ed Miller, Absarokee

Timers: Tootie Rasmussen, Choteau, Arlene Haugland, Bozeman

Bullfighters: Shawn Penrod, Rosebud, Mike Anderson, Kalispell

Pickupmen: Robert Newman, Melstone, T.J. Newman, Melstone

Secertaries: Teri Jo Lyman, Great Falls, Penny O’Hern, Ronan

Stock Contractors: Rocky Mountain Rodeo Company, Kalispell; Newman Rodeo Company,
Melstone; Northern Rodeo Company, Outlook; Jacobs Livestock Rodeos, Great Falls.

Grand Entry Coordinator: Debbie McCormick, Worden

NRA
RODEO ANNOUNCER

DAN TRYAN

*PROFESSIONAL
*3X PRCA CIRCUIT FINALS
ANNOUNCER
*SOUND SYSTEM AVAILABLE
*MUSIC & FLAGS FOR GRAND
ENTRIES

LET ME HELP MAKE
YOUR 97 RODEO
"THE BEST EVER"

CONTACT:
DAN TRYAN (406)256-9175

Make plans now...

f you want to do something for your
association and have a ball doing it, make
plans now to attend next year’s Rocky Mountain
Association of Fairs Convention!
The Fair Convention is where all plans
are made each year for the fairs and rodeos.
The NRA hospitality room at the 1996
RMAF Convention in Casper November 7-9
was “manned” by Jann Parker, Theresa Caldwell
and Karen Miller. Committees who visited the
NRA room were: Shelby, Havre, Plentywood,
Scobey, Fort Benton, Hamilton, Forsyth,
Townsend, Dodson, Baker, Glasgow, Sidney,
and Lewistown.
Plan now to attend the RMAF
Convention in Couer D’ ALene next fall and
have a ball while helping NRA Rodeo!

17



1996 NRA Finals Stock (Tentative)

BAREBACKS:

Rocky Mountain Rodeo
Company

873 Dunny

L02 Kenny’s Baldy

32 Red Devil

Northern Rodeo Company
TO True Grit

208 Croppy

10 Ten Below

37 Tug Boat

24 Sorrel Top

055 Sioux Nation

Jacobs Livestock Rodeos
0 Awesome Ott

TT Big Jake

70 Riverton Joe

T21 Solomon Grey

15 Idaho Gal

F18 Camp Robber

Newman Rodeo Company
NN Sonney

28 Rockie

321 Countdown

90 Comeapart

517 Hot and Spicey

99 Black Buzz Coors

45 Bar Maid

464 Licorice Stock

672 Weasels Eye

SADDLE BRONCS:

Northern Rodeo Company
40 Top Rail

72 Hungry Creek

3 Stormie

25 Jessie James

46 Spider

Newman Rodeo Company
672 Quick Sand

6 Charlie Russell

E Cimmaron

465 Second Fiddle

66 Wine Glass

-19 Passing Through

Rocky Mountain Rodeo
Company

47 Mirage

919 Fawn Gulich

30 Gray Trails

71 One Spot

122 Beechnut

874 RimFire

C68 Easy Money

Jacobs Livestock Rodeo
-11 Melvin O

B76 Red Fox

23 Cracker Jack

-1 Sand Coulee

B81 Blue Mary

B13 Blue Blazes
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BULLS:

Rocky Mountain Rodeo
Company

96 Dynamite

70 Red Dog

17 Jack Flash

27 Rocky

111 Del Rio

245 Rattler

H8 Sun Dog

Newman Rodeo Company
911 Emergency

N2 Weed Creek

65 Barley Pop

2020 Grand

X22 Burlington Northern
T12 Mousketeer

N16 Silvertip

N18 Del Rio

N9 Spotted Fever

00 Three Way

Jacobs Livestock Rodeos
61 Headhunter

23 Texas Tom

117 Speck

T48 Yogi Bear

211 Pale Face

Northern Rodeo Company
ETN Corral West
60 Velvet Coke

Bareback Rldm;__, Sponsor

COMMNET4> CELLUIAR

|
¥
=

From the Mountains
to the Plains...

See special NRA calling
plan in this issue
Call 1-800-COMMNET




1996 Women's All-Around 8ponsor

BOUMA WHOLESALE INC.
CHOTEAU, MONTANA

°v°1

USED PARTS

py | BEEEEEEEE A o o
USED TRUCKS & TRAILERS

e Cabovers

* Conventionals
e Gravel Trucks
e Trailer Rentals
e Cattleliners ¢ Transmissions
* Gravel Trailers ¢ Rear Ends

* New Reiten Aluminum Grain Boxes

¢ Hopper Bottoms

* Flatbed & Lowboys
¢ Trailers & Pups

* Engines

¢ Suspensions
* Fuel Tanks
¢ Single Axels & Tandems
e Farm Trucks
* New Midland Grain
& Gravel Boxes

[1-800-500-5375]|

1996 Calf Roping
8Sponsor

abc

“The siding without
the Quacks”

' Fmancln Available
mﬁ“s‘,’ﬂ, — Free Esfimates in
Cusiom Replacement Windows Montana & Wyoming

256 2477 or 1-800-804-7534
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7776 SAPDLEMAKERS PROFILE

hearty round of applause for the NRA’s

addle maker sponsors. Few people
realize the time and effort that go into producing
these trophy saddles that our sponsor
saddlemakers DONATE to the NRA’s
saddlemakers program. Try standing beside
one for 2 or 3 hours while he toils away, you’ll
see what I mean. A lot of effort! Then when
they are finished creating their masterpiece they
turn around and give it away to a deserving
cowboy or cowgirl who spent their summer
taming broncs or roping calves. We are
extremely lucky to have such a talented group
of supportive saddlemakers right here within our
state boundaries.

I won 2 saddles last year at the NRA
finals both donated by the Twist family.

I use both saddles for rodeoing and/or
ranch work, I have given these saddles the test
and compliment both Earl and his son Tod, for
a quality product. So, while you are out there
practicing, honing your talents, let’s consider the
efforts of the saddlemakers for producing what
you’re trying to win! They definitely have my
admiration and endorsement.

Sincerely,
Brent Ryder
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NRA Bareback Riding Saddlemaker
BRUCE RUCKMAN

Diamond Ring Saddlery

3808 3rd Ave. N., Great Falls

Years with NRA: Fifth Year

Hometown: Great Falls

History: Bruce and his wife Janae had a new
baby girl this past summer, named Jayelyn. This
is Bruce’s sixth year in business and is a former
NRA saddle bronc competitor. He learned his
trade at a saddlemaking school in Washington
and then spent two years as an apprentice to
well known Montana saddlemaker, Allan
Pursley. Bruce helps Dick Lyman guide during
the hunting season.

NRA Saddle Bronc Riding Saddlemaker
TIMMARTZ

Pletan’s Saddle Shop

RR 1 Box 202, Wilsall

Years with NRA: Fourth Year

Hometown: Park City

History: Tim became interested in leatherwork
at a young age while watching his great uncle
build saddles and do rawhide work. He began
a serious career in saddlemaking in 1989 and
began working with Bob Pletan.



NRA Steer Wrestling Saddlemaker

KEN WHEELER

Wheeler Saddlery

1441 Valier Hwy, Valier

Years with NRA: First Year

Hometown: Valier

History: On the outside of Valier is where this
former Federal Trapper of 18 years and former
team roper has had his saddle shop since 1985.
Ken learned his trade from Jesse Bleecker of
Choteau. Now Ken does a lot of repair on
boots, equipment and saddles. He has
equipment in stock or he can order what you
need.

NRA Calf Roping Saddlemaker
JEFF GOLLEHON

Grizzly Saddlery

815 9th St. N., Great Falls

Years with NRA: First Year

Hometown: Winnett

History: In 1967 Jeff watched Jesse Bleecker
of Choteau build a custom saddle and Jeff was
hooked. He has been building saddles for the
past 16 years and now owns his own 3,000 sq.
ft. shop and retail store. Jeff attended
saddlemaking school in Spokane upon
graduation from high school and then went to
work for his mentor, Jess Bleecker, 83, whom
he gives a lot of credit to for his success. “Stop
in the store; we have saddles, headstalls, packing
equipment and leather goods.” Jeff’s wife,
Rhonda, and two daughters: Whitney, 9, and
Allison, 7, help in the store along with two full-
time employees.

NRA Team Roping Saddlemaker
ANDY CLAY

Jesse Bleecker Saddlery, Choteau
Box 853, Fairfield

Years with NRA: Second Year

Hometown: Amarillo, TX

History: This former Texan is happy with his
move to Jesse Bleecker’s Saddle Shop in
Choteau. Jesse builds the trees for the saddles
and Andy was hired to build the saddles.
Besides saddles, Andy also builds holsters,
chaps, scabbards, belts, and all types of leather
goods for the cowboy or hunter. Andy and his
wife Tracy keep busy with their 15 month old
boy, Tanner (very appropriately named, don’t
you think?!)

NRA Barrel Racing Saddlemaker
ALLAN PURSLEY

Broken Arrow Saddlery

Westgate Mall, Great Falls

Years with NRA: Since its inception, 1992
Hometown: Big Sandy

History: For over 23 years Allan has been
building saddles and is the maker of the
“Charlotte Schmidt Barrel Racer.” This year
both Charlotte Schmidt of Cut Bank and Molly
Swanson of Simms will be riding Allan’s saddles.
There will be six bronc riders at the NFR riding
Allan Pursley saddles as well! Allan, his wife
Anne, and daughters Norma and Geri, are very
instrumental in Montana rodeo. Norma is
cultivating her career building saddles, and she
enjoys designing fancy rodeo chaps.
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NRA Breakaway Roping Saddlemaker
MIKE WITT

Witt’s Saddlery, 2 blocks west of Fairgrounds
1148 1st Ave N, Billings

Years with NRA: Third

Hometown: Jordan

History: Mike has been building saddles for
over 22 years. His interest in leather work began
when he was in the sixth grade while growing
up northwest of Jordan with nothing to do. “I
picked all saddlemakers’ brains, learning the
trade,” says Mike. Besides building saddles,
Mike does custom leather work including belts,
briefcases, chaps, etc.

NRA Bull Riding Saddlemaker
WES SCHENK

Schenk’s Shoe & Saddle Repair
Box 786, Harlowton

Years with NRA: First Year

Hometown: Winnett

History: Wes and his family (wife Tammy, and
boys Clay, 15, and Will, 14) all contribute to
the work that is done in their shop. For 16 years
he has been fixing boots, chaps, bridles, and
“whatever can be drug in the door.” This self-
taught saddlemaker was raised on a ranch and
feels lucky to be able to make a living doing
what he loves. “Stop in the NRA office and see
the unique design that Wes made on the saddle,”
says Jann Parker.

NRA Junior Barrel Racing and Breakaway
Roping Saddlemaker

BEN SWANKE

Directly behind Shipton’s in Billings

219 North 15, Billings

Years with NRA: Since the saddlemakers
program began, 1992.

History: Ben has been styling all styles and
types of saddles for 16 years. He prefers making
saddles, but he will also make anything you want:
chaps, breasts collars, headstalls all custom
work. K.T. Monson is his full time helper.

NRA All-Around Cowboy Saddlemaker
EARL TWIST
224 Forest Drive, Kalispell

Years with NRA: Since the Saddlemakers
Program began, 1992
Hometown: Killdeer, ND
History: One of the founding saddlemakers in
the NRA Saddlemakers Program, Earl has built
the trophy saddle for the All-Around Cowboy
each year since 1992. Earl’s craftsmanship
began in 1960. Hollywood directors took notice
of Earl’s work during the filming of “Heaven’s
Gate” where some of the crew extras rode his
saddles. Now, Hollywood actors order Twist’s
saddles. Hard work and attention to detail have
made Earl’s saddles popular with cowboys and
movie directors alike. The past two years Earl
has kept busy making reining horse show saddles.
He has no retail store; he builds custom saddles
only. "The NRA has a great idea. Iam pleased
to be associated with the saddlemakers
program,” says Earl Twist.
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NRA All-Around Cowgirl Saddlemaker
BOB PLETAN

Pletan’s Custom Leather

Main Street Hwy 89, Wilsall

Years with NRA: Fourth Year

History: Bob has been building saddles since
1980, learning his craft from top Kalispell
saddlemaker Earl Twist. Bob has showcased
his talents by building the superb trophy saddles
awarded at the Hardin Team Roping for 2 years.
Bob also built the saddle awarded to the
Livingston Roundup Queen. While in high
school, Bob began leatherworking and also
constructs related tack on a custom basis. If
Bob had his choice, he would only build saddles.

Judy gets her saddle!

udy Myllmaki has always wanted a handmade

Allan Pursley barrel racing saddle, but thought
she could never afford one. Her daughter
Rachael won 11 saddles one year and averages
winning 6 saddles a year. After Rachael was
awarded the 1995 NRA Allan Pursley Barrel
Racing Saddle, Rachael turned toher mother and
said, “Here’s your Allan Pursley saddle.” Judy
won the short go at Tuscon with it and the short
go at the Calgary Stampede with it.”1 like it, but
Mr. Wonderful (her barrel horse) likes it and
that’s where it is all at,” says Judy.

1996 8addle Bronc Ridi

3T Pty

INTRASTATE AUTHORITY FOR MONTANA, WYOMING AND CALIFORNIA

Phone (307)655-9585

P.0. Box 875

Fax (307)655-9584

1224 Hwy 345
Ranchester, WY 82839
24 HOUR DISPATCH

JERRY--DISPATCH

TAMMI--BUSINESS MANAGER

LARRY--PRESIDENT

‘We operate over 25 late model trucks and trailers with courteous,
professional drivers
We specialize In havling cattle, sheep and hogs.
Licensed for over 27 states and Alberta, Canada.
Hartford Insured - Competitive Rates
Local or Long Distance:

Cattle-Luc of the Livestock Indusing

1996 ROOKIES OF THE YEAR
Champion Buckles Donated by The Horse Corral

BAREBACK BRONC RIDING TEAM ROPING
Clarence Gilham Travis Tryan
SADDLE BRONC RIDING LADIES BARREL RACING
Winslow Hall Carrie Smith
BULL RIDING LADIES BREAKAWAY ROPING
Steve Balgeman Brandi Beecher
STEER WRESTLING ROOKIE OF THE YEAR
Dan Farnam Clarence Gilham
(most money won in rookie year)
CALF ROPING
C.B. Wagner

Fine Handmade Custom
Cowboy Gear
Custom Chaps

T

[// Equipment

Discounts to all
rodeo members

1996 8ponsor of Rookie Buckles

New and Used
Rodeo Gear&

Roper's Supply

gm

Rodeo Right®

THE BEST IN PRO RODEO GEAR

Diane & Andy Livingston
Box 1108

Big Timber, MT 59011

(406)932-4009




Wes Schenk builds NRA
Champ saddle

by The Times Clarion (reprinted with
permission)

Wes Schenk of Harlowton has completed

the saddle which will be awarded to the
Bull Riding Champion at the conclusion of the
NRA Rodeo at Billings METRA. The NRA
Finals will be held January 31st thru February
2nd.

Wes Schenk said he received the
contract for the saddle in July, and delivery had
to be made by November 1st. All eleven ofthe
handmade saddles will be displayed at PAYS
Auction Yard in Billings until the NRA Finals.

Wes said he has about 150 hours of
labor in this saddle which is highlighted with
sterling silver conchos that were made by Lee
Burroughs of Lavina. The rest of the saddle
was handcrafted by Wes in his Harlowton saddle
shop. Wes said the NRA used to obtain saddles
from commercial manufacturers, but rodeo
contestants felt that there were a large number
of craftsmen in the area who produced high
quality products. The NRA organizers began
issuing contracts to the saddlemakers about four
years ago. Marty Penrod of Miles City is event
director for the Bull Riders and participated in
the Harlowton Rodeo over the July 4th holidays.
After the rodeo he spent time with Wes,
examining his work, and thenissued the contract.
Marty is one of the current high point bull riders,
so may end up winning the saddle he contracted
for.

Wes said this year’s saddle contracts
carried specific requirements for the champion
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saddles, identifying which parts would be “rough
out” leather, and which would be patterned. In
the past the contracts were left pretty open
which allowed a great deal of variance in the
finished products. This year’s contracts should
bring the saddles into a more uniform

appearance.

Wes was looking forward to delivering
his saddle to Billings and being able to examine
his work along with the other offerings.

BULL RIDER'S PRIZE! This handmade
saddle will be awarded to the1996 Champion
Bull Rider at the conclusion of the NRA Finals
in Billings. Wes Schenk of Harlowton built the
saddle.

NRA SPONSORS

LIFE INVESTORS INSURANCE
COMPANY OF AMERICA

Mark Cain, LUTCF 5.
Area Sales Director I
1445 Avenuc B A
Billings, MT 59102

Office Phone (406) 259-3773

Home Phone (406) 245-7540

Secuntues Provided Through AFGUN USA Securities, Inc. » Member NAST 2 SINC/CSF
4333 Fdgrwood Road NF, Cedar Rapids, Towa 52499 (119) 169-2345

KING'S
SADDLERY

808 & BRUCE KING

Sheridan, Wyoming
HOME OF KING ROPES.
COMPLETE LINE OF ROPES
AND TACK

Broken Arrow Saddlery

Waesigate Mal Great Falis, Montana 59404

Boot and Shoe Repair
Custom Saddles - Jordan Bronc Saddles
Rodeo Equipment

Belts - Wallats « Chaps

Good luck io the NRA organizaton and its members

during the upcoming rodeo season.
Allan Pursiey, Owner
Store 406-454-1821 Home 406-453-4827

pubhc Auctmn Yar-dS

MONTANA'S NO. 1 AUCTION

Box 1781 Bilings, MT Ph. 406/245-6447

JASON HAKERT
(406) 373-6198

MOBILE
(406) B55-8308

J&H
CUSTOM
FENCING

RANCH + CORRALS
YARD FENCE « POLE FENCE
RESIDENTIAL = SPLIT RAIL

EXPERIENCED
FREE ESTIMATES

ALL TYPES:

WestMont
Agency

Your Independent Insurance Agent
Stan Rasmussen — Jay Dunckel — Ken McArthur

Will Rasmussen — John Buck

RODEO CO.

OUTLOOK, MONT. 59252 ¢

PHONE 895-2226




Selection

s Service e

Satisfaction

MT and WY NBHA Preferred Sundowner Dealer

Sundowner

INC.

Sundowner Trailers

"Home of the largest inventory of Sundowner trailers in the Rocky Mountain Region”

Our Closeout Prices are so HOT
that Frosty is going to melt!

CHECK OUT THESE CLOSEOUT SUPER
SPECIALS, and ask about our Demos!

Sunlite 720 --
The choice of

SEE THE DIFFERENCE!

#87
4-Horse 720 1996 (New)

Camper Vent in Dressing
Room
Enclosed buttwall w/windows
Dress. door on short wall
Extra dome light in horse area
Rear Tack/Top Vents
ARD6 Rear Doors wiwindows
Load light at rear
Spare

List $21,862.80
Sale price: $19,495.00

#86

3-Horse 720 1996 (New)
Camper Vent in Dressing Room
3 Top Vents
Extra dome light in horse area
Rear Tack
2 load light at rear
Spare

List: $18,226.40
Sale Price: $16,245.00

GOLD MEMBER

#17

3-Horse 720 1995 (New)
Camper Vent in Dressing Room
Enclosed buttwall w/windows
Top Vents
2 extra dome lights in horse area
Rear Tack
ARD6 Rear Doors wiwindows
2 load lights at rear
Spare

List. $19,635.00
Sale price. $15,500.00

Sheridan, WY
52 W Kooi
1-800-967-2163

Billings, MT
2531 Old Hardin Rd
1-800-435-5359
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_NORTHERN RODED ASSOCIATION

OFFICIAL STANDINGS 1996
REGULAR SEASON YEAR-END

AUDITED - PRECEDING NRA FINALS » TOP 10 QUALIFY JAN.31-FEB.2, 1997

BAREBACKBRONC RIDING

1 Joe Demers, Clancy, Mt ...........cccovvevvveenne 5193.86
2 Darryl Lamb, Absarokee, Mt .................... 4719.77
3 Douglas Leeds, Havre, Mt ....................... 434245
4 Robert Schall, Arlee, Mt .......c....cocvvveennnn.. 418931
5 Derry Mclane, Big Timber, Mt .................. 3212.89
6 Heath Lafromboise, Helena, Mt................ 3087.82
7 Mathew Gilstrap, Big Sandy, Mt .............. 259133
8 Dustin Solomon, Havre, Mt ..................... 224485
9 Dennis Wortman, Boulder, Mt.................. 1718.64
10 Clarence Gilham, Browning, Mt .............. 1712.59
11 Chad Vivian, Cody, Wy .......cc..coeveenennn.. 1327.09
12 Ryan Ehmann, Bozeman, Mt ................... 101842
13 Bill Cerkoney, Bozeman, Mt...................... 950.46
14 Dennis Leitz, Billings, Mt ......................... 928.80
15 Cline Worlow, Bozeman, Mt ..................... 676.09
SADDLE BRONC RIDING

| JoshuaReynolds, Corvallis, Mt ............... 6183.35
2 Joe Reynolds, Corvallis, Mt ..................... 4370.50
3 Wyle Wells, Browning, Mt....................... 4176.60
4 Kent Robbins, Dillon, Mt......................... 3660.53
5 Scotty Augare, Browning, Mt .................. 2573.14
6 Craig Miller, Miles City, Mt ...................... 2509.80
7 Buck Reiner, Fishtail, Mt ............cccceevvennns 199242
8 Winslow Hall, Browning, Mt .................... 1761.65
9 Les Best, Billings, Mt ............cccooovviiinnnnns 1676.90
10 Beau Michael, Browning, Mt .................. 1578.76
11 Cody Demers, Clancy, Mt ...................... 1264.86
12 Shane Moran, Great Falls, Mt ................. 1256.06
13 Allan Kruse, Coutts, Alberta .................. 107424
14 Clarence Gilham, Browning, Mt ................ 871.87
15 Kerry Simac, Winifred, Mt ........................ 766.26

BULLRIDING

1 Marty Penrod, Miles City, Mt .................. 801321
2 Dan Wigert, Colstrip, Mt...........cccccvvueennn. 6369.28
3 Justin Blankenship, Cody, Wy ................. 5818.05
4 RichardBird, Cut Bank, Mt ...................... 481141
5 Leroy Cooper, Helena, Mt ................c.oc.... 4314.02
6 Justin Mack, Kalispell, Mt ....................... 3864.08
7 Wally Blankenship, Miles City, Mt ........... 3476.28
8 Jeff Burns, Terreton, Id .............ccccovuuennnn. 327697
9 Robert Bright, Helena, Mt ........................ 3051.05
10 Clint Solomon, Havre, Mt.............ccc.o..... 3014.87
11 Steve Balgeman, Manhattan, Mt ............ 285246
12 Kelly Crystal, Rigby, Id ..........cccocueeennen. 2710.77
13 Phil Hastings, Bozeman, Mt ................... 267731
14 Reed Trexler, Corvallis, Mt ..................... 2666.23
15 Phillip Hofer, Cut Bank, Mt ..................... 264534
STEERWRESTLING

1 Chuck Fields, Lewistown, Mt ................... 374546
2 Robbie Kountz, Bozeman, Mt .................. 3256.34
3 Spike Guardipee, Cut Bank, Mt ................ 276739
4 Alan Hougen, Melstone, Mt .................... 2460.79
5 Jeff Solomon, Havre, Mt ............cccoeeveennne 2391.84
6 Todd Garrison, Glen, Mt ..............coone.. 222095
7 Jason Buffington, Malta, Mt .................... 1936.52
8 Jim Garrison, Glen, Mt ................cccoveenennne 1927.14
9 John Hanson, Helena, Mt ...........ccceeevenn. 1873.97
10 Tony Strainer, Helena, Mt ...................... 1852.53
11 Ken Holland, Dillion, Mt ........................ 1839.08
12 Jared Nuffer, Powell, Wy ............c.o........ 1698.04
13 Nick Econom, Winifred, Mt .................... 1690.51
14 Jesse Petersen, Dillion, Mt ..................... 1598.11
15 Martin Murphy, Worden, Mt.................. 1533.03



CALFROPING

1 Chris Witcher, Miles City, Mt ..............
2 Herbert Harris, Polson, Mt ..................
3 Arnie Johnson, Cut Bank, Mt .............
4 Mike Barthelmess, Condon, Mt...........
5 Scott Salo, Shepherd, Mt ....................
6 Shane Eberline, Dillon, Mt ..................
7 Bill Boyce, Lewistown, Mt ..................
8 Spike Guardipee, Cut Bank, Mt ...........
9 Travis Caldwell, Billings, Mt ...............
10 Jody Wacker, Roundup, Mt...............
11 J Billingsley, Glasgow, Mt .................
12 Justin Mccormick, Phoeniz, Az ..........
13 Laramie Baumann, Hardin, Mt ...........
14 Lyle Baumann, Hardin, Mt.................
15 Allen Fisher, Ashland, Mt .................

TEAMROPING

1 Robbie Kountz, Bozeman, Mt ..................
2 Rick Tryan, Helena, Mt ......................
3 Clay Tryan, Huntley, Mt ....................
4 Dennis Tryan, Huntley, Mt ......................
5 Sam Bird, Cut Bank, Mt.............cceun...
6 Spike Guardipee, Cut Bank, Mt ..........
7 Gary Woodworth, Shepherd, Mt ........
8 Travis Tryan, Funtley, Mt .................
9 Guy Howell, Belle Fouche, Sd ............
10 Derick Fleming, Broadus, Mt ............
11 Jeff Gorrell, Beach, Nd.............c........
12 Brett Fleming, Broadus, Mt ..................
13 Dale Mcqueary, Three Forks, Mt ............
14 Damon Ward, Sula, Mt.....................
15 Lynden Williams, Blackfoot, Id .........
16 Emerson Ramone, Hays, Mt .............
17 Tell Steinbach, Wolf Creek, Mt ...............

18 Shawn Steinbach, Fort Shaw, Mt

19 Chris Witcher, Miles City, Mt ...........
20 Philip Fleming, Broadus, Mt .............
21 Jay Murnion, Jordan, Mt..................
22 John Barthelmess, Miles City, Mt
23 Chuck Fields, Lewistown, Mt .................
24 Darrel Watson, Box Elder, Mt .................
25 Jody Wacker, Roundup, Mt....................
26 Dick Goins, Billings, Mt ...................
27 Robert Schall, Arlee, Mt ...................

1296.42

4204.38
4204.38
3469.95
3469.95
338731
3166.74
3157.98
315798
2751.96
2751.96
2658.64
2583.36
2364.53
1996.82
1996.82
1944.62
1926.17
1926.17
1916.64
18%.19
1867.77
1830.05
1830.05
167491
155881
155881
1536.69

28 Herbert Harris, Polson, Mt .............c.ceee 1536.69
29 Wes Tinsley, Dillon, Mt .........ccovvrinene 149269
30 Shawn Fossum, Billings, Mt .................. 1162.08
LADIES BARREL RACING

1 Rachael Myllymaki, Arlee, Mt ................. 1075949
2 Shirlee Fossum, Billings, Mt .................... 6028.59
3 Charlene Murphy, Billings, Mt ................. 598344
4 Lisa Scheffer, Hamilton, Mt ...................... 5241.12
5 Judy Myllymaki, Arlee, Mt ..........ccoceeeees 349401
6 Lynda Ottun, Forsyth, Mt ........................ 335232
7 Jacque Gleason, Busby, Mt...........coeeeen. 3279.90
8 Carrie Smith, Deer Lodge, Mt ................... 322837
9 Chris Mcqueary, Three Forks, Mt ............ 219543
10 Heather Hart, Gallatin Gtwy, Mt .............. 216431
11 Holly Cook, Power, Mt ...........cccocerurennene. 2097.12
12 Teri Leibrand, Peerless, Mt..........c.......... 1488.77
13 Dana Penrod, Miles City, Mt .................. 124597
14 Joeleen Ottun, Forsyth, Mt ................... 1100.50
15 Monica Gruel, Great Falls, Mt ................. 1093.30
LADIES BREAKAWAY ROPING

1 Jody Petersen, Three Forks, Mt ............... 412859
2 Heather Hart, Gallatin Gtwy, Mt ................ 3694.76
3 Chris Mcqueary, Three Forks, Mt ............ 3066.18
4 Kayleen Hougen, Melstone, Mt................ 2842 85
5 Marcey Chaffee, Billings, Mt ................... 245226
6 Mary Salmond, Choteau, Mt .................... 2285.90
7 Cally Goyins, Helena, Mt ..............ccoeeee. 2267.76
8 Tanya Getten, Dillon, Mt...............c.......... 1976.67
9 Rachael Myllymaki, Arlee, Mt .................. 1956.53
10 Jill Worthen, Dubor, Id ...........c..ccvvvennnne.. 1663.68
11 Karen Miller, Absarokee, Mt .................. 1621.08
12 Deb Lloyd, Helena, Mt ........................... 1617.07
13 Wendy Badgett, Ashland, Mt ................ 1373.57
14 Janie Carlson, Two Dot, Mt .................... 1229.62
15 Nacona Pauley, Miles City, Mt ............... 1176.75
JUNIORBARREL RACING

1 Colt Tew, Belgrade, Mt ............................ 2958.51
2 Tommy Camp, Condon, Mt .................... 1406.70
3 Shawna Wright, Helena, Mt ...................... 791.71
4 Zimmie Jo Lytle, Ronan, Mt....................... 719.95
5 Jaime Perry, Shelby, Mt........cccccoviennnenn.n. 71098

JUNIOR BREAKAWAY ROPING

1 Beau Clark, Belgrade, Mt ............c............

2 Travis Tryan, Huntley, Mt .........................
3 Josh Hatris, Polson. M ...
4 Colt Tew, Belgrade, Mt ..............cccoevnnnnn.

5 Justin Mcpherson, Forsyth, Mt

JUNIORALL-AROUND

1 Colt Tew, Belgrade, Mt ..............coeveneen..
2 Tate Else, Dillon, Mt ..........cccoveeeeeveieeinnnnns
3 Milee Malone, Livingston, Mt ...................
4 Tammy Eberline, Dillon, Mt ........................
5 Lauren Kanning, Havre, Mt .......................

ALI-AROUND COWBOY

1 Spike Guardipee, Cut Bank, Mt ................
2 Robbie Kountz, Bozeman, Mt ..................
3 Robert Schall, Arlee, Mt ............ccoe........
4 Herbert Harris, Polson, Mt .......................
5 Chuck Fields, Lewistown, Mt ...................

ALL-AROUND COWGIRL

1 Rachael Myllymaki, Arlee, Mt .................

2 Lisa Scheffer, Hamilton, Mt ......................
3 Heather Hart, Gallatin Gtwy, Mt ................
4 Chris Mcqueary, Three Forks, Mt

5 Jody Petersen, Three Forks, Mt

ROOKIEBAREBACK

. Keith Greany, Helena, Mt ..........................
. Brandon Fluery, Billings, Mt .....................

. Sam Henry, Ennis, Mt

. Matt Montgomery, Miles City, Mt

. Cody Demers, Clancy, Mt
. Buddy Dolan, Helena, Mt
. John Tobol, Helena, Mt

8
9. Shane Moran, Great Falls, Mt
1

PURCHASE NRA APPAREL

VISA & MASTERCARD ACCEPTED

i SUPPORT YOUR

ASSOCIATION

* SWEATSHIRTS $20
* T-SHIRTS $10
* JACKETS $75
- CAPS 810

CALL THE NRA OFFICE
FOR COLOR, SELECTION
AND SIZES

(406)252-1122

Kelly Gorham
Photographer

1
2
3
4. Trent Schara, Fast Helena, Mt..................
5
6
7

0. Terry Gould, East Helena, Mt ...................

Advertising * Sports
Fashion * Landscapes

National Corporate Clients
Hundreds of high quality
contestant photos from

NRA Rodeos * All events

3426 W. Central, Missoula, MT 59801
(406]542-5462

Some photos used in this issue are

courtesy of Kelly Gorham




CORRAL WEST RODED SERIES POINT STANDINGS

YEAR-END RESULTS
&
CHAMPIONS

Points are given as follows: 4 pts for 1st; 3 pts for 2nd; 2 pts
champion at year-end!

for 3rd; 1 pt for 4th. BUCKLES will be awarded to each event

BAREBACKRIDING
1. JOoeDEMErs. i iiaidniindiinsis 165
2! DongLeedls. .......masssidmeiitsmmmgg 15
3. Dusty SOIOMON .......ooveeveiicrircrinrin e 15
SADDLE BRONC RIDING
1. Josh Reynolds .....ccc.cocinimammsimsmnannanis 14
2. CrapMIlIEr ..cosnumuidiviiniosiiaaivrin 85
3: Kent Robbins .. amaviansimsanias 75
Shane MOTALL oo iiimeseiaisimsmeaniivisiie 75
BULLRIDING
1. MartyPenrod ........cccccooeeeevnnieninininnsnicnnns 15.5
2. Justin Blankenship ...........cccocvviiiiiiiniiniinnne 75
A KV Crysal o ccoocosissmmunmeramsss rosasnesmsamanssnsnes 7
STEERWRESTLING
L ROB KOMMZ «covivivnsrnunusnninnidiasimmes 10
2. Spike Guardipee ..ot 8
3, JosBnDavAS . c.cisniasmisinmiiiiinmn i 15
CALFROPING
1. Chris WItCher ...........cooeoiiviiiiiiireiecicecne e 10
2. Travis Caldwell ............ccoereerciuencieccieciccnnns 5
Jody WAcCKer ......ccoovvveiieiieie e 5
Bill BOYCE ... c.ccoomvossmsminissssnrmssasssrssiomitss e snrs 5
TEAMROPING
Lo Sam B cc.cvnnin s s 75
Dennis Toyall o oniinesannnsnnisass 15
Clay IV . o A R 75
ROD KOUNLZ.....oeveeeierireececeiriree e scnieree s 75
RICKTTIVALL ... oconenromsmmmparesemusmssssses sommspssosanns 75

LADIES BARREL RACE

2. LA OB it 14

3 Shirlee FOSSUIN 5 vimisanmsiia R smmammingos: 6.5

LADIES BREAKAWAY ROPING

1. Heather HArt ............cccorvevessonnensasorsesssrsnsasnasanss 95

2, Kayleen HoWLen «.....cvumosmssnsssmmmmarmanesminmanssonas 8

3. Marcy Chalfee . ..o ssmsssssssnsmevssmsins 75

JUNIORBARREL RACE

L COlETEW .oaimas s rmmn s R e 32

2; Shawna Wright .....cocciminasmsiann 85

3. LaceyFleharly: ......vnanmnninimsiniigs 8
Nikki LaFTance ...........ccoevvvevemveereeneeeneinscncravanann 8

JUNIOR BREAKAWAY ROPING

L. JOSKHAIIS .osvnevsvnvvimsmsnesnasmpnnviss ssssevands imesansa 8

2 PEAR CEIK o sanamimnsiiasmim s sy 7
Jack Vanderlans .......counnsimnaiinsms saismiiinsg 7

THANK YOU

CORRAL WEST
FOR YOUR
SUPPORT

AND SPONSORSHIP
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Brand Name
Western Wear and Tack
for the whole family!

VISA/MasterCard/ American Expres
Welcome!

“CHLEBRATING 81 YEARS OF
WESTERN QUALITY & SEXVICE.."

3911 Montans Ave * Billings, MT
(408) 282-2312 - 1-000-481-3313

Siace 1912

NRA SPONSORS

Sires of Top Performance Horses
PANDEMAR

5 yr olds to baby colts
1-800-531-4484 !

PAYS STEAKHOUSE

John and Lauretta Aalgaard
In Public Auction Yards

CASH IN YOUR BUX
VEGAS THE THIRD
Master Card - Visa
Lois & Mary Hill
JACOBS LIVESTOCK
RODEO COMPANY

P.0. BOX 2132
GREAT FALLS, MONTANA

WESTERN STATES
INSURANCE.....

Tom Holland

220 8. Pacific. Suite A = Ditlon, Montana 59725

Indian Hammer Veterinary

Services

Bill P. Patton, D.V.M.
John D. Peebles, D.V.M.
William S. Peebles, D.V.M.

P.O. Box 39, Vaughn, Montana 59487

v
\\\ K% ‘

NEWMAN RODEO COMPANY
Rodney Newman
Box 25
Melstone, MT 59054
| @ Ph 406-358-2224

406/683-6881  FAX 406/683-6883  1-800-231-6807 Laddies Barrel Racing Sponsor
1 TOOMEY'S SADDLERY
BT onae




GREAT
AMERICAN
LEGENDS.
COORS
AND
RODEO

MONTANA &5

COORS DISTRIBUTORS RjDeo
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Rodeos bring excitement and

thrills to small towns and big cities. They
create a yearning in the young cowboy’s
heart that won't cease till he rides his
first brone, ropes his first calf. Offering
a glimpse into America's past, rodeo
attracts the young at heart, the old of spirit.

For years, Original Coors, The
Rocky Mountain Legend, has been a proud
supporter of American rodeo. For over 100
years, Original Coors has been brewing the
finest tasting beer in the West. Our com-
mitment to quality has made Original Coors
the first choice in beers... from cafes in
Manhattan to campfires in Montana. The
clean, smooth taste of Original Coors
and the thrill of the rodeo—two great
American legends.

1991 Coors Brewng Company. Golden. Colorado 80401 2652

Jesse Bleecker, Saddle
Maker

by Melody Martisen, Choteau Acantha
(reprinted with permission)

Tucked away on an alley ofa quiet Choteau
neighborhood sits an unobtrusive building
housing Bleecker’s saddle shop. NRA
saddlemaker Andy Clay plies his trade under
the watchful supervision of Jesse Bleecker.

From Amarillo, Texas, where he learned
his trade, journeyman saddle-maker Clay is
working into the business established by a
colorful character straight out of Montana’s past.

At 83 years young, Bleecker has been
a carpenter, a painter, a fine stone mason, a brick
layer, and now a craftsman of fine saddlery, but
he says he’s not done learning yet.

I’ve got alot to learn yet,” he said in an
interview at the Bleecker Saddlery Shop in the
back yard of his Choteau residence. “Once you
learn everything, a fellow might as well die.”

Bleecker has earned a reputation
throughout the region as an artisan who creates
strong, reliable, beautiful western saddles,
bridles and pack gear for ranchers, rodeoers,
outfitters and pleasure riders.

He has spent his life learning new trades,
all with a common theme: he has worked to
elevate his craft to an art, to make beautiful
homes and stores, attractive signs, rustic and
picturesque fireplaces and fine stone work.

“I always wanted to make something
that people could see and feel and use,”
Bleecker said.

Jesse Bleecker was born March 23,
1913, here in Montana and his family farmed

and raised cattle in the Bole area between
Fairfield and Choteau.

When he and several of his siblings were
old enough to attend Teton County High School,
the whole family moved to Choteau and his dad
began working in construction.

While in high school, Bleecker also
worked construction and helped with haying on
area ranches.

He remembers that last time he helped
putup hay: he drove atwo-horse team working
a buck pole.

During the Great Depression in the
1930s, the family did whatever work they could.
After graduation from high school, he worked
for a year in the Civilian Conservation Corps in
the Coram area.

On June 19, 1937, he married Jean K.
Lassell in Choteau, and during 1938 built their
log home - before he’d learned the house-
building trade.

Before World War II he did carpentry
work in the Choteau area, then served a 25-
month stint in the Seabees Navy Construction
battalion, working in Europe and Okinawa.

From 1949 to 1975 he worked
primarily as a bricklayer and stone mason,
starting out with a partner and then branching
out on his own.

Many of the businesses still operating in
Choteau are located in buildings that Bleecker
and his crews helped erect. Soon, he and
another partner became known for their
picturesque fireplaces and they created about
100 in homes in the Teton County area. Some
were stuccoed, some brick, some native stone
- all were attractive.

The transition from bricklayer to saddle
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maker was gradual with the transformation
beginning in 1953 when Jesse decided to make
his daughter, Pam, a saddle for her 11th birthday
on Sept. 30, 1953.

“It wasn’t very good,” he said. So he
tried another one, ended up selling it, and was
hooked.

His interest in leather work was spurred
by an uncle who was a harnass-maker, and he
became interested in working with leather.

Saddle making was his hobby, Bleecker
said, and, pushed by the urgings of his wife, who
probably wanted him home a little more, he
retired from the stone mason business and went
into the saddle-making business full timein 1975.

Bleecker is a self-taught craftsman who
worked out of his garage until 1975, when he
and his grandson, Jeff Gallagher, using wood
salvaged from an old house and flawed clay
bricks rejected during the building of the Catholic
church in Augusta, built the two-story saddlery
shop across the alley from his log home.

Bleecker runs his shop himself, but Andy
Clay has been working with him since September
after leaving Wolf Creek, and Bleecker’s
daughter, Pam Gallagher, also works in the
saddle shop, building the pack saddles and
handling fiberglassing chores.

Rich Jeffers, a past NRA saddle-maker,
also worked with Bleeker in 1992.

“It’s not really a money-maker, but it
keeps me busy,” Bleecker said. He said he
makes a comfortable living at it, no fortune.

Using the tools of their trade, including
band saws and leather stitchers, rasps and
knives, they bandcraft saddles that are sold to
faithful customers in a trade area that fans out in
a 75-mile radius around Choteau, and

throughout Montana. But, he figures he’s sent
saddles in nearly every state in the union.

“There’s a terrific amount of hand-work
in making saddles,” Bleecker said. “I guess you
could callit an art.”

Each saddle s different, but they all start
with a wooden “tree” or seat, fashioned from
lodge pole pine, coated with protective
fiberglass; a horn that may be metal or wood,
and cattle leather, purchased from tanneries in
Chattanooga, Tenn., that covers the gullet,
ground seat, underskirt and outer riggings.

“A good seat is probably that most
important thing,” Bleecker said about saddles.
The saddle must be strong and reliable; it must
fit the rider and horse; it should be good looking;
and if treated properly, it should last a lifetime.

Bleecker creates all the trees himself,
using a combination of hand and mechanical
tools. He said, “It takes me a long time, 25-30
hours, to make atree.” But he compares a tree
to a foundation of a building. Ifthe tree isn’t
any good, chances are the saddle won’t be
either.

His daughter, Pam, then applies the
fiberglass coating to the tree before the leather
work begins.

He said he has had only one saddle that
broke, and that was caused by a horse that
reared over in a trailer and landed right on top
of the saddle. While Jesse and Andy talked
they were building a duplicate saddle for a
rancher whose saddle had burned in a barn fire.

Bleecker turns out about 20 saddles a
year, but was several months behind in his work
when Clay came to work with him. Clay has
completed four saddles in the two months he’s
been in Choteau.
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Bleecker said he can make a saddle in
10 days straight if he works uninterrupted, but
with all the coming and goings at the shop, he
doesn’t even give a time limit when he starts
working on a new creation.

He said the cost of a new saddle starts
at a base price of $1,000+ and goes up from
there with special additions and more tooling.
However, he said, they remain competitive with
commercial saddles, and the customer goes
home with a saddle made to his specifications.

He also turns out bridles, breast collars,
belts, chaps, and chinks - anything made of
leather - but no boots or shoes.

Bleecker said his business isn’t in any
danger of going extinct even in today’s
mechanized world.

“I think more saddles are made today
than any other time,” he said, noting that many

people can afford horses and ride for pleasure
in addition to the rodeo riders, ranchers and
outfitters who use their horses for business. “If
you have the ability to make a cowboy saddle,”
he said, “then you can make any other kind.”

He doesn’t advertise his work - word-
of-mouth does that for him, making the most
rewarding. He says he likes working with leather
and doing business with the horse and cattle
people and seeing the satisfaction in his
customers’ eyes. “When we make a saddle for
you, we won’t put the horn on the cantle,” he
quipped.

“If you enjoy what you’re doing, you’re
living right!”

He also loves Choteau and Montana.
“I like the spot. I want to be able to see Ear
Mountain,” he said. “I thought I’d live here my
whole life, and now, I’m pretty sure of it.”

Pictured here outside of his shop is
Jesse C. Bleecker (L) and Andy Clay.

Thank you Tootie Rasmussen for
updating and and adapting this article for
the NRA News.
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33 Delon Parker, Gillette, Wy ...........cccovvureeeee.. 66.24
N ozr HEEN RODED A SSOC’AT’ ON 34 Della Hill, Victor, Mt ...........ccccevververiererinnnnes 46.08 RAY L. TULLY
35 Kyle Donohoe, Nye, Mt............ocovrrrvrrrnne 35.52 RODEO ANNOUNCER
OFFICIAL JUNIOR EVENT STANDINGS 1996 36 Cee Cee Tryan, Helena, Mt ........................ 34.56
37 Wacey Dahle, Cut Bank, Mt ...............c....... 29.76 WORKING WITH COMMITTEES
REGUL AR SE ASON YE AR_END 38 Megan Ruhkala, St Ignatius, Mt ................. 24.24 AND CONTRACTORS
FOR A GREAT RODEO
PRECEDING NRA FINALS - ALL OF THE FOLLOWING QUALIFY FEB 1,1997 JUNIOR ALL-AROUND
1 Colt Tew, Belgrade, Mt .............c.............. 362555 SOUND SYSTEM AND MUSIC
JUNIORBARREL RACING 36 Lauren Kanning, Havre, Mt.........c.cccooeene. 14.88 2 Tate Else, Dillon, Mt ............oovviviean 61425
1 Colt Tew, Belgrade, Mt ............cccoviinnne 295851 37 Barbara Bessette, Kalispell, Mt ................... 8.16 3 Milee Malone, Livingston, Mt ................... 57922 EXPERIENCED FROM THE
2 Tommy Camp, Condon, Mt .............c........ 1406.70 4 Tammy Eberline, Dillon, Mt........................ 51538 CHUTES, ARENA &
3 Shawna Wright, Helena, Mt ....................... 791.71 JUNIORBREAKAWAY ROPING 5 Lauren Kanning, Havre, Mt ....................... 21604 ANNOUNCERS STAND
4 Zimmie Jo Lytle, Ronan, Mt........................ 719.95 1 Beau Clark, Belgrade, Mt ......................... 1433.07 6 Megan Ruhkala, St Ignatius, Mt ................ 164.97
5 Jaime Perry, Shelby, Mt..............oooovvvrrvrrrr 71098 2 Travis Tryan, Huntley, Mt ........................ 97372 7 Brittani Brusett, Brusett, Mt ....................... 133.44 4 BOX 08
6 Nikki Lafrance, Huntley, Mt ....................... 70243 3 Josh Harris, Polson, Mt ............ccooeeeveeeeee... 952.79 8 Kaycee Greany, Helena, Mt........................ 103.92 coal');, ;\; :::;4
7 Kamber Kelly, Roundup, Mt .............ccne. 41600 4 Colt Tew, Belgrade, Mt ..........cccoverveereennns 667.04 9 Cee Cee Tryan, Helena, Mt .............ccceveunen. 84.29 (31%7)5;7-97-84 FAX
8 Kiley Haugland, Belgrade, Mt ................... 35837 5 Justin Mcpherson, Forsyth, Mt ................. 645.50
9 Lacy Fleharty, Grass Range, Mt ................. 34771 6 Bryan Barthelmess, Condon, Mt ................ 556.71
10 Tammy Eberline, Dillon, Mt ...................... 299.96 7 Tate Else, Dillon, Mt .............cccciiiiiiniinnnns 48743
11 Brittany Schnee, Shelby, Mt..................... 27389 8 Milee Malone, Livingston, Mt ................... 416.02
12 Dillon Mcpherson, Wolf Point, Mt ........... 25445 9 Jack Vanderlans, Cameron, Mt .................. 37348
13 Brittney Nordahl, Helena, Mt ................... 21643 10 Jc Guardipee, Cut Bank, Mt ...................... 367.96 c o sr c UT TE . ® 1996 Junior Event 8Sponsor
14 Milee Malone, Livingston, Mt................... 16320 11 Henry Hollenbeck, Molt, Mt .................... 365.80 s .
15 Tierani Brusett, Brusett, Mt..............c....... 153.84 12 Joshua Clark, Belgrade, Mt ............c.cocoe... 276.52 % Main St. 2695 King Ave W.
16 IvyLee Brown, Kalispell, Mt ................... 14362 13 Kaleb Phillips, Inverness, Mt ................... 27374 (F AMILY HAIR CARE ) ool bl
17 Megan Ruhkala, St Ignatius, Mt............... 140.73 14 Casey Currey, Jordan, Mt..........cccceenrenee 252,62
18 Tate Else, Dillon, Mt ........ccoeevviiiiiinininnnnne 126.82 15 Tammy Eberline, Dillon, Mt ...........cco.e. 21542 1505 Rehberg 1844 Broadwater
19 ShylaEpler, Helena, Mt ...............ccccuee.... 10896 16 Bo Skelton, SunRiver, Mt ........................ 20625 . ggg?g;izm gggng;b 1MT
20 Lisa Hersrud, Columbus, Mt .................... 10488 17 Klate Greany, Helena, Mt ........................ 205.44 D ;- -
21 Sarah SOOtL Billings, MU manissnni 97.44 18 Lauren Kanning, Havre, MY ovnnannans 201.16 y : f : L 1716 West Main #1 Holiday Village Mall
22 Katie Crowley, Poplar, Mt .............cccccvennee. 95.04 19 Kristy Wright, Ennis, Mt..............cccccveee. 160.34 Bozeman, MT Great Falls, MT
23 Nicole Portér, Helena, Mt .............cccovueunnn. 9408 20 Shawn Downing, Helena, Mt................... 149.76 L R, _ 585-9999 727-3900
24 Faron Brown, Wolf Point, Mt .................... 8420 21 Jared Graveley, Townsend, Mt ................. 138.81 ol ;-
25 Ashley Williams, Volborg, Mt ..................... 6720 22 TekaBrock, Glendive, Mt ..............coou... 126.72 g : 3 a?:;l;%?;e m“ mlgﬁf :ﬁm
26 Teri Leibrand, Peerless, Mt ..............covvvvune 5136 23 Branigan Brownell, Belgrade, Mt .............. 11539 ! ._" ; 542-8600 5436800
27 Rylee Strauser, Chinook, Mt ....................... 4992 24 CleveFuller, Augusta, Mt ................cou..e. 104.16 y o % o _ _
28 Cee Cee Tryan, Helena, Mt ........................ 4973 25 Eldon Luchsinger, Billings, Mt ................. 10042 _ e { B ?éili ol ‘1-23:' Shenden A
29 Brittani Brusett, Brusett, Mt ....................... 46.56 26 Sterling Murphy, Billings, Mt ..................... 99.84 : 4941401 (307)587-8885
30 Jana Perry, Cut Bank, Mt ...........ccoccceviinnnee 39.84 27 Tiffany Wagner, Helena, Mt ....................... 90.24 g
31 Sadie Johnson, Conrad, Mt.............ccccuuene. 3936 28 Troy Ruhkala, St. Ignatius, Mt ................... 88.46 3 o | g 1842 Sugarland Dr #107
32 Karnell Phillips, Inverness, Mt .................. 3216 29 Brittani Brusett, Brusett, Mt ...................... 86.88 PERMS + COLOR - CUTS il
33 Melanie Schuler, Missoula, Mt................... 20.16 30 Clint Weeding, Jordan, Mt .............c.......... 84.86
34 Kaycee Greany, Helena, Mt ........................ 1992 31 Kaycee Greany, Helena, Mt .............c...c..... 84.00 ° X
35 Amber Crowley, Poplar, Mt .............c.......... 1968 32 Colton Gorrell, Beach, Nd..............c.cc......... 7522 °pen i Da's a Week - Walk-Ins Welcome !




NRA APPAREL
ORDER FORM

ORDER YOUR NRA APPAREL TODAY! CALL NOW AT 1-800-551-1832
OR MAIL IN YOUR ORDER TO UNIVERSAL ATHLETICS

24 - 24th ST WEST

BILLINGS, MT 59102
IN MOST CASES RECEIVE YOUR MERCHANDISE WITHIN ONE WEEK!

T-SHIRTS $12.00 SWEATSHIRTS $20.00 LONG SLEEVE T-SHIRTS $15.00
ALL SHIRTS GREY OR WHITE ADD $3.00 FOR XXL OR XXXL

GARMENT _ QUANTITY/SIZE SHIRT/COLOR DESIGN # TOTAL

JACKETS
ALL JACKETS INCLUDES EMBROIDERY ON LEFT CHEST & FULL BACK
ADD $5.00 FOR XXL ADD $8.00 FOR XXXL

1.865.00 CLASSIC JEAN JACKET NO LINING- DENIM,BLACK,LT BLUE

2.875.00 JEAN JACKET WITH LINING (COLORS BODY / SLEEVES)
BLACK/GOLD, DENIM/WHITE, BLACK/MAROON, DENIM/GOLD

3.85.00 3/4 LENGTH JACKET BLACK, FOREST, RUST, TAN

4.8220.00 WOOL WITH SUEDE LEATHER SLEVEES NAVY/SUEDE BROWN

JACKET # QUANITITY/SIZE COLOR TOTAL
ORDER AMOUNT SHIPPING
$12.00 - 50.00 $4.00 SHIPPING ADDRESS
$51.00 - 75.00 $6.00 NAME
$76.00 - 100.00 $8.00 ADDRESS
$101.00 -250.00 $10.00 CITY
| | STATE ZIP




BOARD OF DIRECTORSMEETING
Saturday, September 21, 1996
6 p.m GranTree Inn
Bozeman, Montana

President Charlie Briggs called the meeting to order.

Roll was called and a quorum verified. Those members present included: President, Charlie Briggs; Rod Brosz, Vice President;
Stan Rasmussen, Director at Large; Steve Blixt, Steer Wrestling; Steve Cutler, Bareback Riding; Travis Caldwell, Calf Roping;
Kent Robbins, Saddle Bronc; Mark Salmond, Team Roping; Rodney Newman, Stock Contractors; Dick Lyman, Contract
Personnel; Rhonda Kountz, Ladies Breakaway Roping; George Cook, Barrel Racing; Teri Jo Lyman, Junior Event; Marty
Penrod, Bull Riding; Ed Miller, Advisory Board; Nancy Petersen, proxy for Ed Waldhauser, Advisory Board; Joe Murnion, Dr.
Howard Holloway, Rodger Nordahl, Bob Graveley, Committee directors.

Minutes of the March 16, 1996 Board of Directors meeting were distributed and approved as written.
Finances of the Association were presented and approved subject to audit.

Committee Reports:

NARC: World Finals Rodeo will be held in Charleston, SC November 12-17. NRA entries will be taken on Wednesday,
September 25.

Friends of Rodeo: Representative not in attendance.

Awards Program: Board was updated on Year-End Event Sponsorship Program. Various types of year-end awards were
discussed. Rhonda Kountz, George Cook, and Nancy Petersen will serve on the Awards Committee,

NRA Finals Committee: Steve Cutler, chair, updated the Board on the committee’s actions: Clarion Hotel will be the
new NRA Finals headquarters; David Allen and Associates have been hired as the new NRA Finals promoter/manager. Things are
progressing well for the upcoming NRA Finals.

Judges Program: Dick Lyman, judging coordinator, overviewed the 1996 season. Dick Lyman would like to schedule
time during the NRA Finals weeckend to meet with the current judges in addition to prospective judges. Discussion concerning
existing program, rating, bonus, this past year’s pay increase, etc.

It was moved and seconded: Due to the $1 per contestant increase for the judges, the $5 per performance bonus issued
from the NRA Office be suspended. PASSED. Unanimous.

Logan Coach Bonus Bucks Program: Theresa Caldwell, coordinator, updated the Board on the current status of the
program. Discussion,

Excel: Nancy Petersen updated the Board.

OLD BUSINESS:
Rules of Competition proposed rulechanges passed at the March meeting were brought before the Board at this time:
It was moved and seconded: In the bull riding event, if a committee and stock contractor decide to implement the
bull riding limit rule, the bull riding limit rule will be as follows: 25 bull riders per performance minimum. If the rodeo is held prior
to July 15, the top 25 bull riders from the previous year-end standings will receive preference with the remaining bull riders
selected by random draw. If the rodeo is held after July 15, preference is given the current seasons’ top 25 bull riders, with the
remaining bull riders selected by random draw. DEFEATED¥#**#¥¥kksxsss

LBR contestant order at the NRA Finals was addressed. It was moved and seconded: For the NRA Finals rodeo, the ladies barrel
racers will run in the 1st through 10th position for the first go; For the second and third go-arounds, the order of the event will
be the contestant’s finish in prior go-arounds. There will be no trading of positions at the NRA Finals. PASSED.

As requested at March meeting, NRA Finals stock was discussed.

NEW BUSINESS:

Nominations are open and will remain open through December 1 for open positions on the Board for the next term.
These positions up for election include: President, Vice President, Steer Wrestling, Bull Riding, Junior Events, Team Roping,
and three eastern Committee reps.
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George Cook addressed the Board concerning the Barrel Racing event. The following will be voted on at the
FEBRUARY MEETING:

It was moved and seconded: (#1) Last two ladies in each performance (slack being considered a performance) are
responsible for getting the electric eye to the judge prior to the barrel race. First two ladies to run in each performance (slack
being considered a performance) are responsible for taking the eye down after the barrel racing and returning it to the secretary.
Failure to do so shall result in a $25 fine. PASSED.

It was moved and seconded: (#2) All contestants shall enter the arena through one gate designated by the judge prior
to the barrel race. Any contestant entering the arena through any other gate than the one designated by judge will be disqualified.
PASSED.

It was moved and seconded: (#3) The first 3 contestants in the first performance (slack being considered a performance)
are responsible for marking the barrel pattern. If one of the first three is a turnout, the next person on the list is responsible.
Failure to do so will result in a $25 fine. Central Entry to inform the first three contestants at the time of callback. PASSED.

It was moved and seconded: In slack, ground throughout the barrel pattern must be worked (not raked) conditions
permitting, immediately before and after the barrel race and afler the equivalent number of contestants drawn for a performance.
PASSED.

Discussion concerning an award for the tractor driver of the committee with the best ground.

Discussion concerning steer wrestling score. It was moved and seconded: The score in the steer wrestling will be the box length
minus six (6) feet. This applies to all rodeos unless previously approved by the event director and the stock contractor.
PASSED.

Central Entry was addressed. Possibility of taking the “no preference” provision at the Billings rodeo off.

Discussion concerning local entries. It was moved and seconded: Each rodeo committee is to designate a local secretary to take
entries, collect entry fees, have contestant sign liability release and local secretary will make one phone call to central entry.
PASSED. This will be discussed during committee seminar at the Finals.

Continued discussion on central entry. Problems over the summer were discussed with Sharon Martin of Big Sky Rodeo Central
Entry who was in attendance. Directors have been asked to submit guidelines and suggestions to the NRA Office. Steve Cutler
will chair for the directors. Information to be presented to Big Sky Rodeo Central Entry when compiled.

Discussion concerning the payoff and the breakoff point between 8 and 10 monies. It was moved and seconded: adjustment to
rule (pg 31, A.6.4) ...eight places, $3,000 up to $7,500, ten places $7,500 and up. 12 place payoff is eliminated. PASSED.

NRA Office was discussed. Due in part as a result of added responsibility with the NRA Finals, Jann Parker has requested part-
time days in the NRA office year-around and Theresa Caldwell assume full-time duties and responsibilitizs. A committee was

formed to handle the transition. Ed Miller and Ed Waldhauser will serve on the committee.

It was moved and seconded: An accountant handle the monthly bookkeeping for the Association. Cost incurred to the
Association will be approx. $100 per month. PASSED.

Discussion concerning late payment of entry fees. It was moved and seconded: amend pg 30, A.5.23: A contestant’s entry fees
must be paid or arrangements made for payment prior to the payoff for that event or contestant is subject to a $100 fine plus
his fees. PASSED.

It was moved and seconded: amend page 37 D.5.1: Fine for NSF check will $100. If rodeo secretary is assessed a service charge,
secretary will be reimbursed for charge when submitted to NRA Office along with NSF check. PASSED.

Discussion concerning rule page 31 A.5.25. conceming rodeo office. Committee will be reminded of this ruling at the committee
seminar.

It was moved and seconded: The one-time $25 permit be eliminated. PASSED.

Discussion conceming Finals stock. It was moved and seconded: amend page 79 F.5.2: Any NRA stock contractor who meets
the criteria to bring stock to the NRA Finals rodeo will choose ONE feature animal in the bareback, saddle bronc and bull riding
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events that will automatically come to the finals...PASSED.
Board was updated on the Ft. Kipp rodeo.

Amendments/changes to existing program were addressed. It was moved and seconded: J.1.2 Level I: Is your seasoned rodeo
judge and has several years of experience. Has a precise knowledge of the rules. Can enforce rules and is not intimidated by
others. Judges without bias or inconsistency. Works well with committees, contractors, contestants, and fellow judges (not
domineering or dictatorial).

Level II: Between a level I and 111

Level I1I: Must have several years judging experience and has attended a judging seminar or conference within the past
two years. Has a good knowledge of the rules and is an average judge.

Level 1V: Between a 1l and V judge.

Level V: Has a minimal amount of judging experience. Has a fair knowledge of the rules. Must have attended a judging
seminar and conference. Will be required to “third judge” two rodeos before judging his first rodeo with a #1 or #2 judges. Must
have judged a minimum of two high school rodeos. PASSED.

Meeting adjourned.

1996 MENS8 ALL-AROUND SPONSOR

Catch the RODEQ...on RADIO!

featuring:
Jim Thompson's

"On-the-Road-Again"

Congratulations to the
...heard every weekday on 1995 Calf ';D:il;lﬂlc:::'lﬂ“
afffiliated radio stations all Mike Barthelm

over Montana and Wyoming!

ORTHERN DROADCASTING SYSTEM, INC.

P.O. BOX 1742 BILLINGS, MONTANA 50103-1742
PH: (408) 252-8881 + FAX (400) 245-9755

1997 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
7 NORTHERN RODEO ASSOCIATION

P.O. Box 1122 Billings, Montana 59102 Phone 406-252-1122 FAX 252-0300

Complete Name

Soc. Sec. number (mandatory) Date
Mailing Address Phone Number
Town State Zip
Member 19957 NO Card Number

New members: Are you elibible for rookie awards?

From official rule book of Northern Rodeo Association: "M.2.1.4. Rookie qualifications are as follows:
First year of competion in NRA rodeo, and the member may not have won over 3500 in organized
professional or regional rodeo competition during their lifetime prior to joining the NRA."

ENCLOSED IS AN ADDITIONAL $5 FOR MY LUCKY LOGAN C%“
COACH BONUS BUCKS PROGRAM TICKET
Circle Membership Category for which you are applying

NON-CONTEST-

CONTESTING JUNIOR NRA PERMIT mc:oicg:)om 'foggg::é‘fr ONE-
MEMBERSHIP MEMBERSHIP $50 RODEO
ASSOCIATION (check one)
80 $25 (3500 money MEMBERS $40 PERMIT
as of May 1 (14 years and won limit) $25

till May 1 then $25 Timers
$50 High School
card #

$100 there after | under by Jan. 1)

$50 Others

MEMBERSHIP: Entiltles purchaser to work all sanctioned rodeos without restrictions, to share all advantages of a
member in good standing including such items as a guarantee to your entry fee; check writing privileges after the first year
initiation period; and a subscription to the newsletter.

PERMITS: Entitles purchaser to work all sanctioned rodeos accepting permits as listed in newsletter untio $500 is won.
After $500 money limit is won by permit holder, a card must be purchased, the price of card to be the dollar difference
between the cost of a permit and the cost of the card. Permit holder's points will be credited to the year-end standing,
however, the contestant must be a card holder to compete at the NRA Finals. The $500 money limit will be accumulated
from year to year, allowing the contestant to purchase a permit each year until the $500 is won. A card holder the previous
year cannot purchase a permit the following year.

A CONTESTANT COMPETING IN BOTH ADULT AND JUNIOR EVENTS MUST HOLD BOTH A
JUNIOR AND ADULT MEMBERSHIP
Both sides of application must be cmpleted to quarantee processing of membership application.
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RELEASE AND AGREEMENT NOT TO SUE

In consideration of being allowed to participate in Northern Rodeo Association sanctioned events and membership in
the Association, | and my heirs, successors, personal representatives and next of kin, hereby RELEASE, WAIVE,
DISCHARGE and agree to HOLD HARMLESS AND INDEMNIFY the Northem Rodeo Association, the rodeo committees,
stock contractors, sponsors, arena operations or owners, their agents, representatives (collectively referred to as the NRA)
from all liability to me and my personal representatives, heirs, successors, and next of kin from and all claims and liability for
all loss of damage, and any claim of damages therefore on account of any injury to my person including death or damage to
my property while | am utilizing NRA facilities or participating in NRA events.

I, hereby represent to the NRA that | understand that THERE ARE CERTAIN RISKS OF SERIOUS INJURY AND
DEATH inherent in participating in rodeo events and any related activities. | realize conditions of the rodeo arena change from
time to time and may become more hazardous, that rodec animals are dangerous and unpradictable and there is INHERENT
DANGER in rodeo which | appreciate and voluntarily assume because | choose to participate in such events. | make this choice
aven though | have observed or participated in events of this kind in the past and know conditions, facilities, rodeo animals,
and other rodeo contestants and participants pose a danger to me. | recognize and expressly agree to assume the entire risk
of any and all accidents or personal injury including serious paralysis or death which | might suffer during my participation in
said events.

| turther COVENANT AND AGREE NOT TO SUE THE NRA for any injury, damages or death which occur as a result
of my participation in said events and any claim or damage therefore. | understand that this document maybe treated as a
complete defense to any legal action | might bring against the NRA for any injuries or other damages | might suffer.
| understand and agree this RELEASE AND AGREEMENT NOT TO SUE extends to any and all claims | may have, specially
including but not limited to, claims arising out of participation in said events, claims with respect to the design, manufacture,
repair, or maintenance of the facilities or equipment which | will be using, or with respect to the conditions, qualification,
instructions, rules or procedures under which my use of said facilities or equipment are conducted or from any other cause.

| UNDERSTAND AND AGREE THIS RELEASE AND AGREEMENT NOT TO SUE extends to ACCIDENT, INJURY,
OR DEATH OCCURRING DURING THE TERM OF MY MEMBERSHIP IN THE NRA. Any subsequent Releases and
agreement | might sign in the future shall amplify, but shall in no way limit, the provisions of this document.

| further state and certify that | have carefully read the foregoing Release, know the contents thereof and sign this
Release and Agreement Not to Sue as a free and voluntary act. | am not relying on any statements of representations of
any party released hereby. | UNDERSTAND THIS IS A RELEASE OF ALL CLAIMS.

Dated this day of , 199
Member

Your signature must be notarized or witnessed
(Parent or legal guardian must sign if applicant is a minor under the law of the state of residence and/
or a High School Rodeo Association Member.)
| declare that | am a parent or legal guardian of the above named minor. | have carefully read the foregoing Reiease and
Agreement Not to Sue. | know the representations made are true. | agree to be bound by the terms of the Release and
Agreement Not to Sue both personally and as representative of the interests of the minor.

Signature Date
Signature Date

State of S S |
) ss

Countyof = 00000000000
On this ,199____ before me the undersigned, a Notary Public in and for the State
of , personally appeared known to me to be this person whose name is
subscribed to the within instrument, and acknowledged to me that he/she executed the same.
In witness whereof, | have hereunto set my hand and affixed my official seal the day and year first above written.

Notary Public for the state of

Residing at

My commission expires

——
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BEST FOR LAST

BULKRATE
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID

Billings, Montana
Permit No. 32

Northern Rodeo Association
PO. Box 1122
Billings, MT 59103

Bob and Gay Ann Masolo representing the Broadwater County Fair in Townsend
visit with NRA Secretary Theresa Caldwell. The Broadwater County Fair was
one of many NRA rodeo committees to attend this years RMAF Convention in

Casper, WY, November 7 - 9.

( B\
CORRAL WEST RANCHWEAR
IS MONTANA'S OFFICIAL
NRA RODEO OUTFITTER
49 Friendly Stores in the West
To Shop for Quality
Hondo * Justin « Wrangler » Roper ¢ Stetson « Resistol
"Brand Names to Dress You Right"
I,@ ORRAL ﬂ Montana Locations
Billings Havre
e Bozeman Helena
QQN Butte Livingston
I§ @l Great Falls  Kalispell
Missoula
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