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From the Crow’s Nest . .

This issue of the NRA/MRA News is packed
full of all kinds of information regarding not
only the finals, but also pertaining to the
future of this rodeo organization, not just as
we have known it in the past, but also as it has
operated this past year and how it will con-
tinue in the years to come.

Take some time out of your busy schedules
and fill out the questionnaire elsewhere in this
issue to let your leaders know how you feel
about the merger — both good and bad. With-
out your views they cannot make wise de-
cisions for you. Also use your authority as a
member to vote for those offices which are up
for election, and send in your finals entry
blank, all by Jan. 3.

Directors — in case you haven't noticed, the
finals are upon us, and many of you have
neglected to round up your awards donors for
1982. Even though it is late, it is never too late
— get with it! and resolve to do better next
year.

The directors meeting on Oct. 30 had a dis-
appointing turnout, but those who were there
accomplished a lot, even though it took all day.
Why is it that EVERYBODY is interested
during rodeo season, but when winter sets in,
so does APATHY. If you do not like some of
the decisions that were made Oct. 30, then
make sure you shut the door on that terrible
APATHY and show up at the next meeting.

The one good thing about winter is that it
gives you time to reflect upon the past year
and ponder for the future. Use this time to do
just that, and at the same time help your rodeo
association thrive.

Use this finals issue — and send us your
news, views, etc. This is your newsletter — use
it!

Your editors,
Tootie and Stan Rasmussen

NRA/MRA OFFICE HOURS
9AM.-1P.M.
2-4P.M.

Monday Through Friday

PHONE 252-1122

NARC Finals Held

The members of the Northern/Montana
Rodeo Association who competed at the North
American Championship Finals Rodeo in
Denver, Colo., last month finished in fourth
place. In first place was the South Dakota
Rodeo Association, second was the New
Mexico Rodeo Association, and third was the
Colorado State Rodeo Association.

Complete go-around results are published in
the December issue of the “World of Rodeo.”
However, the NRA/MRA members who
represented the association in Denver are as
follows:

Bareback Riding — Clyde Mury, Curt Pate,
Tracy Mikes, Colin Murnion, Mike Lenning
and George Cook.

Saddle Brone Riding — Don Malli, Randy
Brusset, Bill Theriault, Randy Clabaugh, Buzz
Cope and Kirk Marchant.

Bull Riding — Britt Givens, Jim Leather-
berry, Mike Lenning, Rodger Nordahl, Doug
Heny and Gary Reiser.

Steer Wrestling — Rod Lyman, Bill Davis,
Kent Mosher, Jay Linderman, Mike Collins,
and Bob Schall.

Calf Roping — Brian Anderson, Mike Col-
lins, Mike Barthelmess, Britt Givens, Jim
LaFrance, and Joel Price.

Ladies Barrel Racing — Lisa Scheffer, Cinde
Barthelmess, Cody Kelly, Linda Madsen,
Vivian Mefford and Lisa Dupea.

Team Roping — Dennis Tryan and Mike
Barthelmess, Phil Fleming and Roy Askin, Tim
Gress and Bob Lovejoy, Art Kincheloe and Bill
Lynn, Bert Vermandel and Rod Lyman, and
Phil Luman and Les Craig.

Arena Dust

Rodeo photographs for use in the newsletter
are hard to come by of late. If you have some
good quality photos we could use to enhance
the newsletter, send them to us. They will be
returned.

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Hendrix of Roundup are
the parents of a baby girl born on Nov. 20. The
young miss weighed in at 7 pounds, 10 ounces,
stands 21Y: inches tall, and has been named
Whitney Louise.

Peggy Metcalf, manager of the Montana
Winter Fair in Bozeman, was elected president
of the Rocky Mountain Association of Fairs at
their recent convention held in Great Falls.
She succeeds Jack Hunter of South Dakota.
The Northern Rodeo Association/Montana
Rodeo Association was represented at the fair
convention by President Ed Waldhauser anc
his wife, Tanya, and the newsletter editors
Stan and Tootie Rasmussen.
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Northern Rodeo Finals Set for Feb. 4. 5,6

It’s not too early to start planning your trip
to the ever-popular Northern Rodeo Finals.
Scheduled for Feb. 4, 6 and 6 in the beautiful
Yellowstone METRA in Billings, the rodeo
culminates the rodeo season with a climactic
finish, pitting the top 10 contestants in each
event against the top stock from the NRA
stock contractors.

The junior events are scheduled for 9 a.m.
Saturday morning at the METRA.

Three performances and three go-arounds
promise the best in rodeo action, and you won't
want to miss it.

The Adolph Coors Co. Brewery has extended
its support to the tune of $2,000 to be added to
the finals purse. Secretary Jann Johnson
reports that finals participants will be able to
fatten their pocketbooks considerably.

Britt Givens, Arapahoe, Wyo., holds a sub-
stantial $2,204.38 lead in the all-around cowboy
standings, and, barring some unforeseen ca-
tastrophe, he should drive home from the
finals with the title. Givens leads the bull
riding standings by $754.02 and is fifth in the
calf roping. This strange combination of rodeo
events has propelled the congenial cowboy to
the top of the list.

Lisa Scheffer, Hamilton, 1982 Montana Bar-
rel Racers Association champion, is $1,885.49
ahead of past champion Cinde Barthelmess in
the all-around cowgirl race. She also leads the
barrel racing with a hefty $3,000.23 lead over
Cinde, with $7,314.18 in winnings. This versa-
tile cowgirl, who attends Montana State, is
also a tough team roper and breakaway roper,
and was the only Montana cowgirl to place in
the top 10 at the World Championship Breaka-
way Roping in Columbus last June.

Ronan cowboy Joe Smith leads his specialty,
the bareback riding, with $4,925.50, a comfor-
table $1,721.99 margin over perennial
champion Bob Schall of Arlee. Shall, however,
is only $81.78 over Clyde Mury, and depending
upon Schall’s recovery from last summer’s
rodeo injury, this race could prove to be inter-
esting.

From “down under” Ross Ford of Queens-
land, Australia, made his mark on the NRA/
MRA last summer and earned $6,104.63 in the
saddle brone riding, $1,430.52 over last year’s
champion, Don Malli. His plans about re-
turning to the U.S. for the finals were vague
when he went back to Australia in September,
so watch this event for a possible race.

Jim Leatherberry trails Britt Givens by a
scant $754.02 in the bull riding standings, but a
broken leg suffered at the NARC finals may
put an end to Leatherberry’s competition for a

while. Mike Lenning sits in third place, Rodger
Nordahl in fourth, and Doug Heny is fifth.

The determined steer wrestlers have insured
that suspense and excitement will reign
supreme during that event, as only $672.01
separates the top five cowboys, and $1,638.03
is the difference between number one and
number ten. Big Rod Lyman of Great Falls is
leading with $3,596.51 in 1982 winnings, but he
has Bill Davis and Kent Mosher breathing
down his neck with Jay Linderman and Mike
Collins close behind. Last year's champion, Bob
Schall, is in sixth place.

Brian Anderson of Jackson, Wyo. leads Mike
Collins by $408.84 in the calf roping, and close
behind are Gary Zilverberg and Mike Barthel-
mess, and these two trail Anderson by only

_ $515.69. The top seven in the calf roping are

separated by only $973.24. This event should
also provide some excitement at the finals.
The team roping race also promises to be
suspenseful and exciting (believe that, if you
will), as Mike Barthelmess and Dennis Tryan
lead the event with $2,420.88 each, only $85.47
ahead of Phil Fleming and Roy Askin. Tim
Gress and Bob Lovejoy from western Montana

~are third, $210.02 behind Fleming and Askin,

and Ken Hendrix and Art Kincheloe sit $306.71
behind them.

Lisa Scheffer’s substantial lead in the barrel
racing should be enough to keep her in the top
spot, but the other four in the top five should
have a good time trying to shuffle places. They
are Cinde Barthelmess, Cody Kelly, Linda
Madsen and Vivian Mefford.

The dedicated ladies breakaway ropers hit
the road more than ever.last summer, and
Peggy Collins of Philipsburg leads them all
with $4,313.66 in winnings, $949.54 over last
year’s champion, Janie Glennie Carlson. How-
ever, Shari Schall, Debbie Burghduff and
Karen Miller aren't far behind.

In the junior events, Missy Lytle of Arlee
has the barrel racing wrapped up with
$1,187.00 in hard-earned winnings. The break-
away roping could get interesting, however, as
only $78.50 separates the top four ropers. The
finals on Saturday morning is all important to
these ropers. Colette Clark, 1981 Junior All
Around, leads the all-around standings again,
$188.60 ahead of Patti Jo Wilhelm.

All these events promise a fight to the finish,
and you shouldn’t miss any of it.

In an effort to upgrade judging at
NRA/MRA rodeos, Bill Stovall will conduct an
on-the-job judges clinic during the finals. Con-
tact the NRA office by Jan. 8 to enroll.
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Northern RodeoFinals

The Holiday Inn East is offering a rodeo
special --$32.50 per night, regardless of the
number of people in the room.

Don'tforget the picturetaking sessiorat
noon on Sunday. All finals contestants are
urged to be there for group pictures for the
newsletter, and some individual shots.

Other eventsscheduledduring that
weekend include a General Membership
meeting at 10 a.m. Saturday morning at the
METRA. The Board of Directors meeting fol-
lows at 1:30 p.m. at the Holiday Inn East. To
cap off the entire weekend,don't miss the
awards banquet and dance Sunday evening at
Holiday Innn. West to wrap up the rodeo
season and kick off the 1983 season.

Finals personnel are as follows:

Judges, Terry Warneke and John Hill, Ed
Miller alternate.

Timers: Tootie Rasmussen and Brenda
Martin.

Announcer: Stan Rasmussen

Arena Director: Dale Small

Secretary: Jann Johnson .
The stock being broughtto the finals

includes the following:

Bareback Horses: Gifford -- Calvert's
Flaxxy, Grandpappy; Grebe -- Sherry Wine.
Freddie Hall, Dapple; Geek -- Kick at the
Moon, Johnny, Yellowstone; Wirtz -- Reser-
vation Red, CanadianRoyal. Nobody's Dar
ling; Jacobs -- Coors Light, Poor Devil.
Georgie Blue, W.D. Willie; Small Come
Apart, Whitley Gig, Crow Girl. High Chapar-
rel, Darby, Moe. :

Saddle broncs: Gifford -- Casperthe Ghost;
Geek -- Ma Perkins, Steve, 'Blue Shields.
Bobby Brown; Wirtz -- Superstar, Fine Wine;
Grebe-- Jack, GoodEye; Jacobs-- Yel-
lowstone Red, Aunt Myrtle, Red River, Pe-
cora's Pet, Camp Robber. Danny Boy; Small --
Mr. Jones, Calvert High, Moses, Bozeman
Trail; Z.Y.Pal Starkist.

Bulls: S,[nall -- Mellow Yellow, Hig)h
Country, Billy Jack."Loomix, Mission Mo0n-
tain, Eightis Enough;Gifford -- Lord Lou,
Paleface; Wirtz -- Hot, Playmate, Spider;
Geek-- Panther, Sweet Pea, Chopper; Grebe
-- Widowmaker, Freckles, Cactus Jack:

Jacobs -- Goose'sBrother, Oliver Shagnasty.
Jack Kirby, Tennessee Tuxedo. !

1$il7ilt

Last year's saddle broncriding champion,Don Malls, Arvada, Wyo., showshis championship

form on Bud Geer's Bobby Brown.

-- HiUPhoto.



