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Larry Johnston Killed in Crash
KELLOGG, IDAHO -- Larry C. Johnston, a

Great Falls cattle truck driver and top rodeo
pickup man, was killed late Tuesday, Oct. I,
and his cargo scattered over Interstate 90
after he swerved to miss a pickup truck that
had landed in his path, according to Shoshone
County sheriffs deputies.

Johnston, 27, had been named pickup man of
the year the past three years for the Northern
Rodeo Association.

The accident, shortly before 9 p.m., closed
the freeway three miles east of Kellogg for
nearly 4'/z hours.

Deputies said a westbound pickup truck
driven by Timothy Nelson, 34, of Yakima,
Wash., left the roadway, crossed the center
median, struck a large pile of dirt, and vaulted
onto its top into the cattle truck's path.

Officials said Johnston swerved to miss the
pickup and his truck struck the guardrail,
rolled several times and landed in the South
Fork of the Coeur d'Alene River.

Nelson. who was not seriously injured, was
charged with drunken driving, deputies said.

The cattle roundup and accident cleanup
took until 8 a.m. Wednesday, officials said.

Johnston's funeral was Saturday, Oct. 5, in
Great Falls, with burial in the Craig Cemetery.

He was born in Dillon and attended grade
school there. He graduated from Townsend
High School in 1976, and had been a profes-
sional trucker since 1978. He was employed by
D & J Livestock until starting his own truck-
ing business, the Wineglass Truck and Cattle
Co., a year and a half ago.

He was a pickup man, along with his
partner, Dick Lyman, for Jacobs Rodeo Live-
stock Co.

He was married in 1984 to Lana K. Nahr
gang in Great Falls.

Survivors include his wife; son, Tyler Law-
rence Johnston; brothers, Stanley Johnston of
Winston. and Ben Johnston and Ross Johns-
ton, both of Helena; sister Kathy Johnston of
Helena; parents Kay Johnston of Helena, and
Lawrence Johnston Sr. of Billings, and a
grandmother, Kathleen Price of Helena.

What do the rodeo personnel do on a free afternoon between performances? Go f shing, of course.
This happy group of fisherman show off their afternoon's bounty from Lewlstown's famous Spring
Creek. Left to right are Pete Walters, Stan Rasmussen, Joe Walters, Terry Wameke and George
Morris
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NARC Finals To Get Underway
The annual North American Finals Commis-

sion world finals rodeo will get under way in EI
Paso, Texas, Oct. 22-26, with the top three
contestants in each event from 25 member
associations scheduled to pit their skills
against the top stock from across the United
States and Canada.

The Rotary Clubs from the EI Paso area
with the assistance of the Juarez, Mexico Ro-
tary Cllubs have geared up to bring rodeo fans
the very best in rodeo action, along with a
number of added events to make the week in
EI Paso an enjoyable vacation for contestants'
families.

The sponsors for the 1985 Coors World
Finals Rodeo are: Adolph Coors Co., Lord
Calvert Canadian, Circle Y Saddlery, J.C.
Penney Co., Acme Boot Co., Ford Motor Co.,
Holiday Inn Civic Center, Holiday Inn Airport,
Price's Creameries, Safeway Stores, and EI
Paso County.

Extra added attractions include:
Sunday, Oct. 20 -- Enjoy an evening of fun

at Magic Landing Amusement Park. The park
is an up and coming fun place to visit. It is just
a year old. Also there will be a dance, barbecue
and Coors beer to drink. The party will be from
7 p.m. until ?

Monday, Oct. 21 -- It's time to visit a real
Mexican Fiesta. This evening you will be
transported to Mexico for a real home town
fiesta. With dinner, dancing and a real Mexican
Rodeo.(Charro Rodeo) The party will begin
about 7 p.m. until whenever.

Wednesday, Oct. 23 -- After the rodeo is
over Wednesday evening it's time to go to the
dance at the Holiday Inn Civic Center and/or
Holiday Inn Airport. Dance until 2 a.m. For a
food break. breakfast will be served at la.m.

Thursday, Oct. 24 -- A special invitation
from the nightclub Dallas will be given in your
party pack.

Saturday, Oct. 26 -- There will be an awards
dance after the final rodeo performance at the
EI Paso Civic Center, which will include
snacks. A cash bar will be available. Be sure to
attend as this will be the final party before
everyone leaves EI Paso.

The schedule of events for the entire week
follows:

Thursday, Oct. 17 -- NARY Directors
arrive.

Friday, Oct. 18 -- Rodeo office at the
coliseum open. 5 p.m. Meeting of NARC
Directors and Rodeo Committee at the Holiday
Inn Civic Center.

Saturday, Oct. 19 -- Rough stock and cattle
to arrive and be checked in. Rodeo office will
be open. All rough stock should be checked in

no later than Sunday noon
Sunday, Oct. 20 -- 8 a.m. Begin to run timed

event cattle through. Number rough stock.
10 a.m. 4 p.m. Contestant check-in at the

rodeo office at the coliseum. All rodeo per-
sonnel will be checked in by 12 noon.

2 p.m. Rough stock will be drawn for first
go-round at rodeo office.

5 p.m. Rodeo procedure meeting at the coli
seum. All NARC Directors, stock contractors,
contestants, and the rodeo committee will be
present.

7:30 p.m. Gates open at Magic Landing
Amusement Park. Entertainment includes
barbecue, western dance and rides. Great
family fund

Monday, Oct. 21 -- 7 a.m. Draw timed
events cattle for slack.

8:30 a.m. Slack. Start the first go and run 30
in each event.

1:30 p.m. Slack. Run 30 in each event.
7 p.m. A real Mexican Fiesta in Juarez,

Mexico.
Tuesday, Oct. 22 -- 7:30 a.m. Cowboy Golf

Tournament.
7:30 a.m. Old Timers Team Roping and Girls

Breakaway Jackpots at the coliseum.
6 p.m. Draw for timed events.
7:30 p.m. First paid performance. Run 15 in

each event to finish first go. Draw rough stock
for second go immediately after show.

Free night.

Wednesday, Oct. 23 -- 7 a.m. Draw for timed
events.

8:30 a.m. Slack. Start the second go. Run 15
in each event.

1. p.m. Business meeting of NARAC Direc-
tors and association representatives at the
Holiday Inn Civic Center.

6 p.m. Draw for timed events.

7:30 p.m. Rodeo performance. Run 15 in each
event plus bring back the top 6 0ld Timers
Team Ropers for last steer and saddle awards.

10:30 p.m. Cowboy party, dance and break-
fast at the Holiday Inn Civic Center and Holi-
day Inn Airport.

Thursday, Oct. 24 -- 7:30 a.m. Calf roping,
steer wrestling and barrel race jackpots at the
coliseum.

6 p.m. Draw for timed events.

7:30 p.m. Rodeo performance. Run 15 in each
event plus bring back the top 6 Girls Break
away ropers for the last calf and saddle
award.

Free night.
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From the Crow's Nest kerning the NRA; and time to spread the word
about the only truly All-American sport, the
last living chapter of the old west, whose roots
are a part of our heritage, RODEO.

The off-season issues of the NRA News are
published irregularly. The next issue, deadline
Nov. 15, wi]] contain everything you want to
know about the annual NRA Finals. including
an entry blank.

Remember, if you are in the top 10 in the
standings in an event, you are eligible to com-
pete. If the NRA office has not received your
entry blank before the designated deadline
jusually the first Monday in January), then it
will be assumed you are not competing, and
the next contestant in line will be contacted.
The association assumes you are grown up and
leaves the responsibility for entering on your
shoulders.

Junior members can compete in the finals if
they have won any amount of money, but must
fill out an entry blank also.

Fall and winter also bring about a lot of
moves. Please send us your change of address
should you move; your newsletter is not for-
warded if you move, the post office merely
chucks it in the nearest wastepaper basket.

We'd like to thank Jeannie Carpenter and
Mary Hill for the use of their photos in the
NRA News. Their contribution is invaluable in
the continuation of this publication, and we'd
like to extend our thanks in helping us.

Your Editors,
Tootie and Stan Rasmussen

Rodeo has lost a great friend in Larry
Johnston.

His broad smile, twinkling eyes, jangling
spurs, hat cocked off to one side, dangling cig-
arette, spontaneous laugh, raucous sense of
humor, his great feeling for people, his
thoughtfulness, his tremendous talent with
horses and other animals, and being one of the
best pickup men this association has ever
known -- these things made Larry Johnston,
and we will miss him.

He spent his short but full life doing those
things he enjoyed the most with never a re-
gret, and those around him envied him for it.
There was never a "do it tomorrow:' it was
always "live for today." He was a great guy.
He was loved, and the loss will leave a void
that will never be filled.

The NRA, its members, officers, competi-
tors, and your editors, extend sincerest sym-
pathy to his family in their loss.

With the end of summer comes the end of
the rodeo season, and with that, getting ready
for the post-season "finals" rodeos. The NARY
Finals is scheduled for Oct. 19-26 in EI Paso,
Texas and pits the top three contestants in
each rodeo event from 25 member associations

against the top stock in the country. The NRA
Finals is the first weekend in February at
the METRA in Billings and the top 10 in each
event qualify to go. Watch the next issue for
more news.

With fall's oranges, yellows and browns
come thoughts of new undertakings: football
games, weaning calves, girls' basketball,
raking leaves, winterizing homes, hunting sea
son and generally getting ready for winter. A
strange phenomenon has occured with the
onset of fall: no one seems nearly as excited
about rodeo as they were six or eight weeks
ago. Some say that is how it should be, but on
the other hand. the off-season is the time for
planning for the next rodeo season. So fall and
winter are indeed times to be excited about
rodeo; time to let your directors know how you
feel about perhaps controversial issues con-

THANKYOU
Dear NRA;

Bob and I would like to thank the NRA and
members for their cash donation to my benefit
at the fairgrounds in Bozeman in September.

It was a huge success. A person doesn't
realize all the friends they have until some-
thing like this comes along. The money will be
put towards medical bills.

Thanks again, everyones
Arlene Haugland

Dear NRA.
Thank you for the membership you donated

to the Montana High .School Rodeo Associ-
ation. I appreciate it Very much.

Sincerely,
Dan Mortensen

State High School Bull Riding Champion
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MICKEY YOUNG'S

RODEO SCHOOL
NOVEMBER 25 - 26 - 27

)EROME, IDAHO
BAREBACK RIDING - SADDLE BRONC RIDING - BULL RIDINGLP %J bb I EI UllHW

TUITION:s200'o
- INSTRUCTORS -

BAREBACK RIDING SAM POTOUS - BULL RIDINGMICKEY YOUNG
10 Times NFR Qualifier

3 Times Reserve World Champion
2 Times NFR Qualifier

1983 Rookie ofthe Year

KENT COOPER - SADDLE BRONC RIDING

4 Times NFR Qualifier
1984 Reserve World Champion

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
LORIYOUNG

ROUTE IBOX 1496 -)EROME, IDAHO 83338
PHONE 208-324-7292 0R 208-324-7218
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BOARD OFDIRECTORS

MEETING
Saturday, Oct.12
BlllINeS SHERMON1:00 P.M

IKERMAN ROOM - FOU RTH FLOOR
N.I.L.E. RODEO THAT EVENING


