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From the Crow’s Nest

Dear NRA Members,

This issue of the newsletter is traditionally
the cut-off between old and new members.
That is, if you haven’t paid your 1986 dues, you
should not be receiving the newsletter
(barring human error).

For new members, there are some things
you should know about the official publication
of the Northern Rodeo Association newsletter.
The deadline for news and advertising is the
fifteenth of the month preceding publication.
Keep in mind that it takes a week or so to get
the newsletter ready for printing, printed, ga-
thered, stapled and in the mail. It takes at least
another week for the mail to get it out (some-
times more, sometimes less), so it is important
for you to try to get your information to us in
plenty of time. “Plan ahead” are the two words
which should direet your rodeo publicity.

It cannot be emphasized enough to keep us
informed of your current address. The third
class postage permit under which the NRA
News is mailed does not permit forwarding
should you move. It is VITAL that you keep us
informed of your address if you wish continued
receipt of the newsletter.

The newsletter is printed by a weekly news-
paper and commercial job printing shop which
does a lot of other printing also, so we must
make sure we “squeeze” the newsletter print-
ing in among the other printing.

We appreciate any news and NRA rodeo
photographs for use in the newsletter. The pay
isn't real good but the publicity is great.

So far this summer, NRA rodeos are truly
Montana rodeo at its best with participation by
the state’s best. Entries are way up and com-
petition is keen. Rodeos sanctioned and
approved by the NRA continue to offer par-
ticipants this keen competition along with the
added benefit of comradarie among cowboys as
it always has. Because the PRCA recently has
been forced to become a little less snobbish and
exclusive and has loosened the reins on its
members, some of these guys have re-joined
the NRA. The benefit to all is that all Montan-
ans can rodeo together at NRA approved

rodeos. The drawback is that some feel that
the alphabet before the name distinguishes
some cowboys from others. At NRA rodeos, all
are NRA Cowboys no matter who they are.
Next issue we hope to carry information and
results from the State High School Rodeo
Finals since many of those kids are NRA
members (or will be), and also results of the
Montana kids at the CNFR.
Good luck the rest of the season.
Your editors,
Tootie and Stan Rasmussen

Jottings From Jann

I have had several people inquire about the
NRA awards program. If anyone needs addi-
tional information on how it works, cost of
awards, Glen Hough, Butch Bratsky, Jeff
Tabor or I will be more than happy to send in-
formation or call you.

Pickup Men and Timers:

Keep in mind that to be considered and in-
cluded on the ballots for NRA Finals
personnel, you will need to purchase a current
membership card!

Billings Fair
Contestant Info

This contestant information on the Yellow-
stone Exhibiton rodeo is printed for your con-
venienee, and you are urged to pay attention to
it before you make the long trip to Billings.

Contestants are asked to enter the fair-
grounds at the 4th Avenue entrance. Parking
will be near there, and parking attendants will
have a contestants’ list to determine who is
eligible to park in that area. The rodeo office is
located in that parking area in an old green
trailer.

Contestants will be allowed to enter the fair
on their contestant number — but only at the
“G” gate (near the contestant parking area).
No companion passes will be issued.

Some stalls may be available on the fair-
grounds, and others will be available at the
Quadrille Grounds. Pay for YE stalls at the
rodeo office.

Your cooperation is urged in these stipula-
tions for the NRA's biggest rodeo.

Don’t forget, permits are not accepted at
this rodeo.

Junior events for YE will be held Saturday
morning, Aug. 16 at 9 a.m. at the Quadrille
Grounds. The JBR and JBAR will have a $15
entry fee with a $100 purse for each. These
points will count in the standings. Enter same
time as adult events.
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COVER PHOTO CAUSES BLUES

By Karen Miller

The cover on the last NRA News
Was cause to give me the blues.

Why would Tootie be so mean
To print a picture that should not be seen?

And shouldn’t Lola Icenoggle have something better to do,
Than point her camera at me and you?

By the outhouse my horse was tied.
Wonderful. So embarrassed he almost died.

Those culprits, both Lola and Tootie,
Will suffer — just wait to see.

Some day they’ll have a secret they’ll want to save,
And they’ll wish they hadn’t been so brave!

Your dealer for }

HELENA
ORSEMEN

Horsetrailers

SADDLES BY — CRATES, OZARK, COURTS
TRADE-INS WELCOME

ROPE & RODEO EQUIPMENT
CUSTOM CHAPS
SADDLE & TACK REPAIR

GRIFF DAVIDSON — OWNER

EAST OF HELENA — PHONE 442-0604




Hello, again. I'm Garrett, the ballplayer over there. Now that I'm almost three, Mom
and Dad have given me the honor of announcing the new Trimmer arrival, the little
buckaroo on the left, Blake Jeffrey. Blake made his first ride Wednesday, May 28. He
came out of the chutes at 6 pounds, 15 ounces and 19% inches long, precisely at 8:30 a.m.
Blake's successful debut at St. Vincent's Hospital’s beautiful new fourth-floor arena in Bil-
lings was judged by Dr. Tom Kent and Dr. Dan Molloy, with a great group of nurses
helping out, and my doctor, Richard Stevens, in the stands. Blake and Mom are doing very
well, and we all eagerly await your visit. P.S. The artist is Dad’s good friend, John Potter.
He's the best.

(Ed. Note: Garrett and Blake are the sons of Mr. and Mrs. Dave Trimmer. Dave is with the
Billings Gazette.)

OPEN JACKPOT TEAM ROPING

FRIDAY, AUGUST 1 — 6 P.M. "TILL DARK
SPONSORED BY SUPERIOR LIONS CLUB AT THE FAIRGROUNDS ARENA, SUPERIOR, MONT.
NO ENTRY LIMIT — $7.50/MAN, $2.50 STOCK CHARGE

MUST CATCH FIRST TWO STEERS TO GET THIRD
Time Permitting . . .
RIDE IN BOX ROPING
$5.00/ MAN — $2.00 STOCK CHARGE

CONTACT ALAN OR ROGER BROCKWAY — 822-3345 OR 822-4060
(EVENINGS) FOR INFORMATION
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Steen Family Hangs It Up

By Norma King

The Steens all agree, a daughter Connie was
the one who started it all nine years ago.

Rodeos have been a way of life for the
“Steen Sisters,” parents Stan and Doreen and
younger brother Jimmy. The Lewistown fam-
ily has been on the road since Stan and Doreen
courted on the rodeo circuit twenty-five years
ago.

The Steens are “getting out of the business,”
of specialty acts and plan to do shows once in a
while. “We'll do it for the fun now,” said
Doreen.

Stan was a pro rider for several years, long
enough to break an array of bones — knees,
elbows, collarbone (nine times), shoulders and
vertebrae, to name some of them. Doreen was
a barrel racer.

After the two threw in together and began
raising their four children Stan took to judging
at rodeos while Doreen secretaried.

For several years Stan was a rodeo promot-
er. He promoted rodeos around the country.
He always took his family along with him.

While he was working as a promoter for
Loretta Lynn’s rodeos, the family took the first
step toward trick riding.

“Unknown to me Connie was sneaking off
learning trick riding while I was downtown
doing promotions,” said Stan.

Once the family decided to go into trick
riding, everybody threw their whole heart into
it. Getting the acts learned was going a little
slow at first so Stan “went out and signed the
contracts” for a couple of shows to motivate
the family to get going.

The three girls, Connie then 15; Kelly 11 and
Cory 9, were required to put in hours of painful
practice. “The horses and us learned
together,” said Kelly. The family practiced
their stunts at the Mountain Feeder arena
southeast of Lewistown and figured if they
could do their tricks in that arena they could do
them anywhere.

Their first rodeo was at Glasgow. The three
sisters shared two horses.

Eventually all the girls got their own horses
and spent hours daily riding them. They would
ride them in the mountains during the day and
then trick ride them at night. “They (the
horses) were so in shape,” said Cory.

Many cowboys and rodeo goers have
complimented the family on the fine way the
girls take care of their horses. Before doing a
five-minute trick riding routine the girls would
warm their horses up for an hour. Following
the routine they would spend another hour or
so walking and taking care of the animals.

The horses were always fed before the fam-
ily.

A spectator watching the Steens perform
(Jimmy, 11, performs with the sisters now) is
impressed with how smooth and professional
the Steens perform their trick riding — stand-
ing on their horses, hanging from saddle straps
in a variety of dangerous positions and other
feats, including the vaults done by Kelly where
she makes contact with both feet on alternate
sides of the horse. All of the trick riding is done
with the horses running 25 miles an hour or
faster.

Some of the tricks the family has done, are
hippodrome stand, hippodrome behind the
saddle-falling to a suicide drag, an under-the-
neck, and a Cossack death drag.

Jimmy started memorizing the speaking
parts of the programs put on by the family
when he was a few years old.

Since growing older he performs stunts with
his sisters. “He’s also a regular with a lot of
clowns,” said his dad. Clowns try to incorpo-
rate him in their acts. Jimmy said his favor-
ite rodeo clown to work with is Ernie Marshall
from Canada who is one of the best clowns in
the business.

All the professional cowboys know Jimmy
by his first name, said Stan. And they all think
that Jimmy has the makings of a world champ-
ion. Cowboys don’t talk to Jimmy like he’s a
child but talk to him very seriously, said Stan.

Jimmy would like to team rope with his
father in the future.

All three girls are competent gymnasts.
Connie is a past state diving champion and
runner-up to the state gymastic champ.

Kelly is a former state gymnastic champ in
two events and runner-up to the state champ
in diving. Cory was a member of the Fergus
High School Cross-Country team which took
first in state, and in state gymnastics compe-
tition was a runner-up to her first place sister
Kelly.

The Steen family has earned honors in rodeo
also. They were chosen jointly by the PRCA
(Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association) and
the producers of a premier presentation of the
Pro Tour Tournament Rodeo as one of two top
speciality acts to perform.

The Steens were chosen to entertain and
handle production at “Rodeo East,” a premier
presentation of professional rodeos in Canada.

They were one of six top specialty acts in the

country chosen in specialty act competition
held during the Black Hills Stock Show and
Rodeo in Rapid City, S.D.

In that competition the Steens were the

second highest scorers.
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Stanwas sixth in the nation in old-timer's
saddlebronxriding in 1983going into the na-
tional finals, however, he was unable to com-
pete because of a prior rodeo contract
commitment.

Thefamily has paidthe price for their skill.
‘Weused to have a contestto seewho had the
most bruises,” said Kelly.

Stan "encouraged" the girls to work hard.
‘Wepretty muchhated Dad," said Cory with a
smile.

Connie once counted 83 bruises from her
waist down, and Connieis probably more for-
tunate than her sisters. The only broken bone

shehas acquired during the family's rodeo life
has been a cracked stemum.

Cory, however, has had a broken collarbone,
foot, vertebra and a few concussions.Kelly has
had a broken tailbone, toe and a lot of pulled
muscies.

The worst family accident,however, was
when Stan'shorse summersaultedand stepped
onhim during an old-timer's rodeo, the spring
of 1984in Red Lodge. Stan suffered Il broken
ribs, dislocated both shoulders, lost his spleen
anda kidney.

'They said lwasn't going to live through

that one," said Stan. It was 54 minutes before

an emergencyelicopterfrom Billings was
able to reach him, meanwhile he lost almost
half of his blood.

The Steensare Jehovah'sWitnesses and do
not believein bloodtransfusionsin spite of
having no transfusion, Stan recovered and
walked out of the hospital nine days after the
accident.Doctors hadtold him it would be two
months before he would be recovered enough
to leave.

Stan's accident caused the family to start
consideringgiving up the trick riding life. "We
were afraid one of them(the chUdren)was go-
ing to getkilled," said Stan.

The Steens participated in rodeos every
weekendfor ten months of the year. When
Stan started rodeoing he competedin 16-20
rodeoseachyear. Now there are 700rodeosin
the U.S. and Canadaa year and the Steens
contract from 60 to 115 performanceseach
year.

The family did alot of traveling and was able
to keeprodeoing those ten months out of a
year by taldng in indoor rodeosheld during the
winter in Canada.

ContinuenNext Page

SECONDANNUAL
KOOTENAIVALLEYROPINGCLUB

DALLYTEAMROPING

LIBBY,MONTANA
PRO-AM 8 STEER
AHEADSATURDAY-4HEADSUNDAY

AUGUST9& 10

s6,000'0 PURSE
(BASEDON 100TEAMS)

$50 PERMAN

ENTER3 TIMES g\I/IDIFFERENTPARTNERS)

100TEAMLIMIT
AMATEURS UNDER S1,000 LIFETIME

PREPAID ENTRIES, BOOKS CLOSE AUGUST 1, 1986
POSTENTRIES $10 PERMAN

BUCKLES TO WINNERS OF AVERAGE

Roping held at the Kootenai Valley Roping Arena, 31/2milessouth of Libby. Turn on
Granite Creek Road. Follow the signs. Roping startsat 10:00 A.M. Sharply(Steerwill

beturned out)

SENDENTRIESTO: KVRC,P.O. BOX1131, LIBBY. MONTANA59923
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: RANDY EDGMON 293-9527 OR GINGER HOLZER 293-5916
Please Include Phone Number when Sending Entries
Amateurs Subject to Disqualification if Not Honest



